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Tillman Military Scholars 

Tillman Military Scholars represent all levels of higher education, from undergraduates to PhD candidates, every region of the country, 
and every race, gender and socio-economic background. To date, the Pat Tillman Foundation has awarded over $2.2 million in 
scholarship funds to 171 Tillman Military Scholars attending 59 universities in 32 states. 
 
In June 2011, the Pat Tillman Foundation proudly announced the third class of Tillman Military Scholars. The 60 men and women who 
comprise the 2011 class of Tillman Military Scholars were selected from a pool of over 1200 applicants nationwide and received 
$916,000 of pledged scholarship support to complete their education at 32 universities across 22 states. This distinguished group 
represents every branch of the U.S. Armed Forces: Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard. 
 
Each new Tillman Military Scholar is selected on his or her record of service and a vision to continue that service leadership in his or 
her chosen career. Upon selection, Scholars join the Tillman Community, a nationwide network sustained through quarterly regional 
gatherings and an annual national summit, as well as an online forum, through which personal development, service and leadership 
opportunities are offered ς all aimed at elevating Scholars and amplifying their impact. 
 
Several of the Scholars were selected in coordination with our twelve University Partners: Mississippi State University, University of 
Arkansas, University of Maryland, Cleveland State University, Texas A&M University, University of Arizona, University of Oregon, 
University of South Florida, University of Michigan ς Flint, University of Wyoming, San Diego State University and Columbia University. 
Each of these institutions has existing military support programs on campus and has made compelling efforts to support those 
students who have served. 
 
On the following pages you will meet the deserving men and women selected as members of the third class of Tillman Military 
Scholars and read their personal stories, educational goals and career aspirations. By weaving together the story of Pat Tillman with 
those selected to carry on his legacy through the Tillman Military Scholars program, we tell the story of the power, possibility and 
devotion of every veteran and military family member. 
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2011 Tillman Military Scholars 

  
Scholar Military  Affiliation University Attending 

Captain Thomas Allison  Army  University of Pennsylvania  

Staff Sergeant Jon Andrews Army Duke University  

Sergeant Wesley Au-Yeung  Marine Corps Cornell University  

Major David Bann Marine Corps Georgetown University  

Lieutenant Ryan Bear Navy Mississippi State University  

First Lieutenant Thomas Bishop Army University of Arkansas 

First Lieutenant Shelly Burgoyne Army University of Maryland  

Patricia Carter Air Force (Dependent)  University of South Alabama 

Private First Class Kyle Cawood  Army University of Michigan-Flint  

Captain Daniel Cho Army Harvard Business School  

Elizabeth Church Navy (Dependent) University of Buffalo  

Lieutenant Lindsay Compton Navy University of Michigan  



2011 Tillman Military Scholars 

Scholar Military  Affiliation University Attending 

Lieutenant Daniel Connell Navy MIT/Harvard Kennedy School 

Captain James Davis Army MIT 

Specialist Alecia DiSilvester Army Cleveland State University 

Sergeant Tristan Dyer Army University of Southern California 

Captain April Ellsworth  Army University of Arizona 

Rachel Ericksen Air Force (Dependent) University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Staff Sergeant Joshua Faucett Army New York University 

Petty Office Third Class 5ΩhƴƛƻǊ Felton Navy George Washington University 

Captain Dan Futrell Army Harvard Kennedy School 

Petty Officer Second Class Kevin Gallagher  Navy Cleveland State University 

Technical Sergeant David Glass Air Force University of Illinois College of 
Medicine  

Staff Sergeant Chris Grisham Army University of Arkansas 



2011 Tillman Military Scholars 

Scholar Military  Affiliation University Attending 

Nicole Hart Army (Dependent) Brooks Institute of Photography 

Kathryn Hernandez Marine Corps (Dependent) Texas A&M University 

Lieutenant Josiah Hill Coast Guard University of South Florida 

Tiffany Johnson Marine Corps (Dependent) University of Michigan-Flint 

Nichole Juliano Air Force (Dependent) University of Wyoming 

Senior Airman Brian Kolfage Air Force University of Arizona 

Specialist Ashley Lancaster Army South University 

Lieutenant Justin Langlois Navy Harvard Business School 

Major John Larch Army University of North Carolina at 
Pembroke 

Second Lieutenant Grey Leonard Air Force University of South Florida 

Sergeant Quincy Lopez Army University of South Florida 

Petty Officer Third Class Meghan Lucas Navy University of Wyoming 



2011 Tillman Military Scholars 

Scholar Military  Affiliation University Attending 

Petty Officer Second Class Ryan Martyn Navy University of Colorado at 
Denver 

Sergeant Michael McDonald Army Columbia University 

Petty Officer Second Class Jeffrey Meray Navy University of Oregon 

Staff Sergeant Roel Mora Air Force University of Maryland 

Yana Mukvich Marine Corps (Dependent) San Diego State University 

Sergeant Robert Niezwaag, Jr. Army University of Wyoming 

Specialist Ashley Paintner Army University of Washington 

Staff Sergeant Christopher Piercecchi Air Force University of Arizona 

Patricia Pohlhaus Air Force (Dependent) Mississippi State University 

Captain Adam Potter Marine Corps Stanford University 

Specialist Matthew Randle Army University of Arizona  

Senior Chief Petty Officer Ben Revello Navy University of Pennsylvania 



2011 Tillman Military Scholars 

Scholar Military  Affiliation University Attending 

Major Rudy Rickner  Marine Corps Columbia University 

Petty Officer Second Class John Shriver Coast Guard  University of Michigan 

Sergeant Margaret Smith Army Georgetown University 

Sergeant Marisela Spangler Army Texas A&M University 

Lieutenant Paul Stouffer Navy Harvard Business School 

Peter Thomas  Navy (Dependent) University of Southern 
California 

Louis Thorne Marine Corps (Dependent) University of Maryland 

Jaclyn VanHoy Army (Dependent) University of Washington 

Lance Corporal Dave Warden  Marine Corps University of South Florida 

Lieutenant Commander Sai Williams Navy Stanford University 

Specialist Ryan Williams Army University of Oregon 

Captain Cormick Wong Air Force  Columbia University 



Military Branch:  Army 
Hometown:  Seekonk, Massachusetts 
Institution:  University of Pennsylvania 
Degree/Major(s):  Master of Business Administration 

LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜǊƻƛŎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²²LLΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ 
always considered a military career. The tipping point came on 9/11 when he observed the World 
Trade Center burning from his freshman UConn dorm room ς at that moment, he decided he 
wanted to meet the enemies of our country in battle and lead others wanting to do the same and 
so transferred to the United States Military Academy the following year to embark on a new 
career. 

 

Since commissioning as an armor officer in 2006, Tom has been consistently deployed overseas, 
serving in both Afghanistan and Iraq where he was as a platoon leader and executive officer in the 
нƴŘ wŀƴƎŜǊ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ ŀƴ ŜƭƛǘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴƛǘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎΣ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
overseas has involved stabilizing populations and governments by supporting security and 
economies. 

 

Tom left the Army due to injury, but he plans to continue to serve those affected by conflict ς his 
work supporting economic progress in Baghdad was so rewarding that he hopes to pursue a career 
in social investing, applying his operational experience in developing countries. To accomplish this, 
Tom is pursuing an MBA at the University of Pennsylvania in order to study finance and learn best 
practices in social entrepreneurship with hopes to launch a social enterprise fund supporting 
finance solutions such as mobile banking and microfinance in underdeveloped economies, thereby 
empowering economic freedom and human progress. 

Captain Thomas Allison 



Staff Sergeant Jon Andrews is a Special Forces Medical Sergeant who didn't realize his calling to 
ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ фκммΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ŀǊōƻƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
to join the Army Special Forces. After earning his Green Beret, Jon was assigned to the 5th Special 
Forces Group and deployed to Iraq. 

  

While deployed, Jon participated in a wide range of combat and humanitarian operations. He was 
also responsible for the routine and emergency medical care of his teammates, Iraqi soldiers and 
civilians. There, he discovered his passion for medicine and upon leaving active duty, he enlisted 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ CƻǊŎŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ CƻǊŎŜǎ 
Regiment, and at the same time, pursue a second bachelor's degree at the University of Central 
Florida (UCF) and apply to medical school.  

  

At UCF, Jon gained the science background necessary for success in medical school and beyond 
and met his future fiancé, a biology student, too. After conducting medical school interviews via 
phone and over the internet while deployed to Afghanistan, Jon was accepted at Duke University 
ς one of the top medical schools in the country. He looks forward to the career of lifetime 
learning that is medicine, and he credits his military service, his former cadre, as well as, his 
ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ 5ǳƪŜΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
continue his military service by remaining a physician in the Army National Guard after medical 
school, where he anticipates providing medical care to both soldiers and indigenous populations 
for many years to come.  

 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Spring Valley, Illinois 
Institution: Duke University 
Degree/Major(s): Doctor of Medicine  

Staff Sergeant Jon Andrews 



Witnessing life and death on a daily basis transformed Sergeant Wesley Au-Yeung from an 
innocent college student into a model servant to the community. In his first year in college, 
Wesley was at odds with his future aspirations and enlisted in the Marine Corps to gain a 
broader perspective on life. During this time, he deployed to Iraq in 2007 as a Mortuary 
Affairs Specialist. Nearly every day, he identified deceased patriots and took them back to the 
United States with honor and respect. To say that this process was emotionally difficult is an 
understatement. Each time he sent home a perished hero, he was reminded that he had 
taken life for granted. Such experiences inevitably change a man, and this is what happened 
with Wesley. He realized how precious life is and vowed to dedicate himself to serve others.  

  

Since leaving the military, Wesley has since maintained this momentum of selfless service. He 
became a student counselor in his local church ministry in Atlanta and started a music 
program at Cornell University, offering free piano lessons. He has also encapsulated these 
lessons in an article he sent to USA Today that stressed patriotism, the fragility of life and the 
need to cherish every moment spent with family. 

  

Studying industrial and labor relations at Cornell University, Wesley wishes to continue his 
service to the country by consulting for the Department of Defense. As a human resource 
strategist, he aims to reorganize the personnel structure of our military, making it lighter and 
more effective. This would create a more sustainable budget while allowing our 
servicemembers to successfully accomplish their missions. Wesley now fully understands the 
concept of seizing the day. His experiences gave him a new outlook on life, and there is no 
stopping in his desire to help others and serve our country. 

 

Military Branch: Marine Corps  
Hometown: Stone Mountain, Georgia 
Institution: Cornell University  
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ [ŀōƻǊ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

Sergeant Wesley Au-Yeung 



From combat tours to the halls of Congress and the Pentagon to community leadership, 
Major David Bann is driven by a steadfast passion to serve others, a characteristic 
instilled in him through his family upbringing and undergraduate work at Notre Dame. 

 

David served nine years on active duty as a Marine Corps infantry officer, deploying to 
Iraq in 2003 and 2004. Selected as a Congressional Military Fellow, he then worked in the 
U.S. Senate and later as a Congressional Liaison Officer for the military. After completing 
active duty, David continued his commitment to public service as a legislative assistant 
for a member of Congress, where he advised the Congressman on national security 
policy.  

 

David is an active volunteer for his church and various local community service initiatives. 
He also currently serves as a Major in the Marine Corps Reserve. Recently earning a 
Master of Public Administration from the Harvard Kennedy School, David will now return 
to Washington, D.C. to pursue an MBA at Georgetown University. David aspires to 
continue his passion for service and leadership by giving back to his community and the 
nation through a career balanced between the public and private sectors. 

Military Branch: Marine Corps 
Hometown: Woodbridge, Virginia  
Institution: Georgetown University 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration 

Major David Bann 



Growing up in a rural farming community in central Missouri, Lieutenant Ryan 
Bear developed an early appreciation for animals. Although he remained 
fascinated by animals and science, he completed his undergraduate education 
in 2001 with a strong impulse to serve his community. 

 

As the events of 9/11 unfolded, Ryan was compelled to stand up for the country 
he loved and viewed service in the U.S. Navy as the ideal path to express these 
values. As a Naval helicopter pilot, he completed two six-month deployments 
onboard the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz to include a combat detachment in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2005. 

 

Grateful to now have the opportunity to return to his earlier interests, Ryan has 
enrolled at the College of Veterinary Medicine at Mississippi State University 
and is pursuing a doctorate in veterinary medicine. He strives to improve health 
for both animals and humans, educate the public on issues affecting animal 
welfare and become a respected member of the local business community. 
Ryan will work to make a lasting impact on society, following in the footsteps of 
his Naval career. 

Military Branch: Navy 
Hometown: Huntsville, Missouri 
Institution: Mississippi State University 
Degree/Major(s): Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 

Lieutenant Ryan Bear 



In Little Rock, on his 17th birthday, First Lieutenant Thomas Bishop joined the 
U.S. Army as a combat engineer. In 2005, he joined the ROTC program at the 
University of Arkansas and after graduating as a distinguished military 
graduate, he branched engineer in the Army Reserves. 

 

In 2009 after graduating engineer basic leadership course, Thomas returned to 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ .ǳǘ 
at the end of his first semester his unit received orders for mobilization to 
Afghanistan, causing him to postpone his postgraduate education and ready 
for deployment. To prepare for mobilization he received additional training in 
combat life saving and route clearance. 

 

As platoon leader in Afghanistan, Thomas led and conducted over 150 
missions, including joint operations with Marines, British and Afghan forces in 
Kandahar and Helmand provinces. His platoon had multiple engagements with 
enemy forces to include IED clearances, strikes and ground force. For his 
efforts, Thomas was awarded a Bronze Star and Combat Action Badge, among 
other honors in Afghanistan. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛƴ CŀȅŜǘǘŜǾƛƭƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
degree in political science. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Little Rock, Arkansas 
Institution: University of Arkansas  
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

First Lieutenant Thomas Bishop 



Shelly Burgoyne is a mother, the wife of an active duty Army Officer and 
a former Army officer and combat veteran who served two tours in Iraq, 
logging over 85 re-supply combat convoys.  

 

As the granddaughter of a WWII veteran and former prisoner of war 
(Japan), First Lieutenant Shelly Burgoyne's desire to serve started early, 
ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ !ǊƳȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ 
enthusiastically enlisted in the Army and was later commissioned 
through the University of Arizona ROTC Program. Shelly quickly finished 
her training as a logistical officer and was immediately deployed as a 
platoon leader in Iraq. 

 

Now, with a desire to continue her service in a different role, Shelly has 
ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘϥǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ {ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 
to transition from a tactical leader to a civilian leader and return to her 
home state of Arizona to work towards policy solutions. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Tucson, Arizona 
Institution: University of Maryland 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Public Policy, Defense 

First Lieutenant Shelly Burgoyne 



While some girls are dreaming about their wedding day, Patricia Carter is 
envisioning the moment she graduates from Air Force Pilot Training as a 
commissioned 2nd Lieutenant and earns the right to climb into the cockpit 
of a United States aircraft. From that day forward, she will be able to give 
back to not only her community, but to the worldwide effort that assisted 
ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ 
Katrina. 

 

After surviving the storm, Patricia realized she was given an opportunity 
that many people were not as fortunate to receive. She promised to take 
the gift of life and use it to her utmost ability; to assist people all over the 
globe that are enduring similar challenges. This is her motivation for 
pursuing her education and obtaining her commission. 

 

IŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ Ƙŀǎ 
inspired Patricia to follow closely in their footsteps ς combining her 
experiences and education to join the humanitarian efforts of the U.S. 
military. 

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Father) 
Hometown: Biloxi, Mississippi 
Institution: University of South Alabama  
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ and Spanish 

Patricia Carter 



As an Army combat medic, Kyle CawoodΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ϧ5ƻŎέ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜŜǊǎΣ 
served his tour of duty in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, at the Al Anbar Provincial Government 
Center in 2008. During this deployment, he was awarded several honors for his 
outstanding service. 

 

The health and wellness of his soldiers was always his top priority. A husband and 
father of five, Kyle was trained to administer life saving care in a combat situation. 
He took his position seriously and knew his teammates were depending on quality 
healthcare. 

 

Kyle is nationally EMS certified by the National Registry of Emergency Medical 
Technicians and also holds an EMT license with the state of Michigan. His training 
and military experience have led him to pursue a career in nursing. Currently, he is 
studying to become a registered nurse, a step towards becoming his battalion's 
Physician Assistant where he can continue to help soldiers in need. 

 

In addition to his service in the medical field, Kyle has a heart for government 
service, having already run for local office and aiming to do so again to represent his 
neighbors and fellow servicemembers at a larger level. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Flint, Michigan 
Institution: University of Michigan-Flint 
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ Nursing 

Private First Class Kyle Cawood 



Born and raised in Los Angeles, California, Captain Danny Cho became the first in his family 
ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ²Ŝǎǘ tƻƛƴǘΩǎ ŦŀƳŜŘ ά/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ фκммΦέ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ 
became fascinated with the Army and after graduation served a career entirely overseas in 
Germany, Iraq and South Korea. 

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ 5ŀƴƴȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
sector. To learn how, he enrolled at Harvard Business School and is currently pursuing an 
MBA in program management. In addition to his academics, Danny has served as a co-
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŎƭǳōΣ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ 
awareness of the military on campus as well as provide a forum through which veteran 
students can help each other in their professional aspirations. 

 

Witnessing the dramatic advantages and life-saving benefits technology provides to the 
military, Danny will pursue a career in the defense sector with hopes to eventually start his 
own firm. His goal is to create an environment where top engineers can develop the latest 
in relevant military technology without losing focus on the end-user.  

 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: La Canada, California 
Institution: Harvard University 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration, Program Management 

Captain Daniel Cho 



A widow of a Navy Seabee who was an Iraq war veteran, Elizabeth Church is a 
single mother, registered nurse and full time graduate student. Her husband's 
tragic death opened her eyes to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) among 
military servicemembers and led to her to desire to help other veterans. 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ L/¦ ƴǳǊǎŜΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƘŜǊ 
husband died. She was a completely different person and needed a new focus and 
so decided to return to school to become a psychiatric mental health nurse 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ servicemembers and 
their loved ones cope with PTSD and suicide ς using her life experiences and 
education to relate and provide guidance and support. 

 

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ōǳǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
determination is allowing her to plan for the future again. She is dedicated to 
helping veterans receive the best healthcare possible and is once again excited 
about what lies ahead. 

 

Military Branch: Navy Dependent (Husband) 
Hometown: Buffalo, New York  
Institution: University of Buffalo 
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ tǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ bǳǊǎŜ tǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ 

Elizabeth Church 



In June of 2001, Lieutenant Lindsay Compton began her plebe summer at the 
United States Naval Academy with the simple goal of serving her country. Just 
three months later the country was attacked, changing her life and career 
completely. After graduating, Lindsay completed three sea deployments chasing 
drug runners in the eastern Pacific and successfully navigating the Panama Canal 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǎŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 
serve as the protocol officer for an Army Joint Task Force in Afghanistan. 

 

Ten years after setting foot in Annapolis, four deployments and worlds of 
experience later, she views her active duty service as her inspiration for the next 
chapter of her life: making higher education accessible to wounded veterans in 
every state and matching these heroes with supportive employers. In the fall, 
Lindsay will begin her MBA in marketing from the Ross School of Business at the 
University of Michigan with the long-term career goal of serving and promoting 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǳƴŘŜŘ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ¢w!/Y ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

By combining her military and leadership experience with a strong business 
background, Lindsay will become a well-rounded advocate for wounded veterans 
and commit her life to the mission of helping to set a new standard in veterans' 
reintegration. 

Military Branch: Navy 
Hometown:  Cedarburg, Wisconsin 
Institution: University of Michigan 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration, Marketing 

Lieutenant Lindsay Compton 



A Jersey boy at heart, Lieutenant Daniel Connell joined the U.S. Navy after witnessing 
firsthand the World Trade Center attacks from across the Hudson river while 
attending Seton Hall University. Many of his friends and classmates lost loved ones 
on that horrific day. 

 

A devoted husband and soon-to-be father, Dan served as an intelligence officer in a 
variety of roles during his six years of service, from Iraq and the Persian Gulf to Korea 
and the Pentagon. This latter position presented a steep learning curve, requiring 
him to develop a working knowledge of technical issues such as the nuclear fuel cycle 
and basic rocket science, but with hard work, his results on this assignment earned 
him several accolades. 

 

Seeking a new challenge and aiming to serve his country by addressing the daunting 
energy issues we face, Dan left the military to pursue a master's degree in public 
administration at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government jointly with a master's in 
business administration at MIT's Sloan School of Management. Fusing his educational 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ 5ŀƴ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ōǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΨǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
strategy by serving as a senior policy advisor and advocating for comprehensive 
solutions to our energy problems. 

Military Branch: Navy 
Hometown: Forked River, New Jersey 
Institution: MIT/Harvard University 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration  

Lieutenant Daniel Connell 



Captain James Davis learned the value of hard work as a young man by watching his 
father, a contractor, take seemingly useless, solitary objects such as lumber, nails and 
endless variety of PVC fittings and craft them into something not only useful, but 
beneficial. It was then that James was introduced to his passion ς building. 

 

After graduating from West Point, James served in Iraq as an engineer construction 
officer building patrol bases for American soldiers and supervising local Iraqi 
construction projects. He watched joy overcome those who were given hot water or a 
roof over their heads for the first time. James realized then that he could use his skills 
to build a better world for others. 

 

More recently, he served as a company commander, training 1,000 new recruits 
annually in basic combat training. James will now take his technical competence and 
leadership ability to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) while pursuing a 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ IŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ Ƙƛǎ 
next career in sustainable design, in an effort to build a smarter, more environmentally 
friendly America. Engineering is a profession dedicated to advancing public welfare 
and James is well prepared to be a leader in the engineer community. 

Military Branch: Army  
Hometown: Mesquite, Texas 
Institution: MIT 
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ Engineering  

Captain James Davis 



A single mother of a 16 year old son and a veteran of Desert Shield/Desert Storm, 
Specialist Alecia DiSilvester joined the Army after graduating from high school and 
became a field medic and emergency medical technician. While serving in 
Stuttgart, Germany, her ambulance company was called up for service in Saudia 
Arabia and Iraq for Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, during which she 
served with the 1st Cavalry Division from Ft. Hood, Texas, and earned several 
honors. 

 

To continue her service to others, Alecia has found a passion in educating children 
with disabilities and special needs. She is currently enrolled at Cleveland State 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƭŘκƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
specialist. Upon graduating, she will become the first person in her family to earn a 
college degree. With a current interest and participation in the community, she 
hopes to strengthen the ties between schools and the community to provide and 
encourage students to be successful. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Lorain, Ohio 
Institution: Cleveland State University  
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ Education  

Specialist Alecia DiSilvester 



Sergeant Tristan Dyer 

.ƻǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ 5ȅŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
military, so he was familiar with the values and life lessons one learns from 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǇŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

Tristan enlisted before high school graduation and served in the U.S. Army 
for five years, with a year deployment in Iraq. After being honorably 
discharged, he left his home of coastal Maine to pursue a career in film and 
television in Los Angeles, California. 

 

With a bachelor's of art in visual journalism he was armed to tell the story of 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans who experienced sleeplessness, substance 
abuse and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) for the Brave New 
Foundation, directing a short film, Enduring Erebus, which premiered in 
downtown LA (and has since played at other film festivals). 

 

Tristan was one of only 15 applicants to be accepted into ¦{/ Ψǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ 
/ƛƴŜƳŀǘƛŎ !Ǌǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
animation. He works tirelessly to create media that inspires people to think 
at a deeper level and to push the cause of veterans nationwide. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Waldoboro, Maine 
Institution: University of Southern California 
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ !ƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !Ǌǘ 



Captain April Ellsworth attended Army ROTC at the University of Arizona and was commissioned as 
a 2ndLieutenant in the Signal Corps in 2004. She served overseas in Germany and spent 15 months 
in Iraq heading a communications section for an Apache helicopter unit. After serving for five years 
on active duty, April took command in the reserves in Tucson, Arizona, and began law school at the 
University of Arizona. 

 

Her decision to pursue a law degree came from her experience in Iraq. As the senior ranking female 
in the unit during deployment, April volunteered to serve an additional duty as a victim advocate. 
She wanted to ensure that her soldiers were heard and encouraged assertiveness and 
communication. April also prepared them for potential outcomes, particularly the negative social 
consequences of reporting sexual harassment and assault. Through this process, she learned the 
importance of advocacy in maintaining morale, resiliency and discipline in a unit. 

 

April believes a lawyer by trade is an advocate and everyone should have access to one regardless 
of their financial resources or social standing. Upon graduating, she plans to continue public service 
in the area of criminal defense by serving indigent defendants, and ensuring basic constitutional 
rights are afforded to all. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Coupeville, Washington 
Institution: University of Arizona 
Degree/Major(s): Juris Doctor, Law 

Captain April Ellsworth 



For as long as she can remember, service has been a way of life for Rachel Ericksen 
and her family. She is the youngest of three and the stepdaughter of retired 
USAF/Nebraska Air National Guard TSgt Lyle Cochran. Rachel's older brother and 
sister are both medics with the Nebraska Army National Guard. Her brother-in-law 
is a medic stationed at Fort Hood, TX. Her stepbrother recently joined the USAF and 
her grandfathers are both Army veterans of the Korean War. 

 

Over the past 18 months, Rachel has gained a renewed appreciation for the 
sacrifice and commitment military families make as her sister and brother-in-law 
have both been deployed overseas ς during which time, she took care of her 1-year 
old nephew. Through this, she has felt the impact deployments have on military 
families and how important it is for families to remain connected and supportive. 

 

As a member of the 155th Composite Squadron-Nebraska Wing Civil Air Patrol, 
Rachel works with cadets who are interested in the military and emergency 
services. Rachel's ultimate goal is to help make a difference in the lives of families, 
especially those in the military, as a pediatric nurse. 

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Father) 
Hometown: Wilber, Nebraska 
Institution: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ 

Rachel Ericksen 



After four years as a firefighter/paramedic in north Texas, Josh Faucett picked up 
the phone to tell his long time girlfriend, and soon to be wife, that he had signed 
on the dotted line and would soon be a member of the United States Army 
Infantry. With wars in both Iraq and Afghanistan increasing in intensity, many of 
Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƴƛǘȅΦ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ WƻǎƘΩǎ 
love for his country had drawn him into military service. 

 

After five years of service and 27 months of combat, Staff Sergeant Faucett saw 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ŀǊƳǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
to heal. Upon returning home himself, Josh decided to continue his education and 
is currently enrolled at the New York University College of Nursing where he 
intends to become a registered nurse. He knows qualified medical professionals 
are needed in order for the health care system to thrive and is looking forward to 
being a part of the solution.  Specifically, Josh hopes to work with wounded 
warriors as they return home to fight towards recovery. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Forth Worth, Texas 
Institution: New York University  
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ 

Staff Sergeant Joshua Faucett 



Growing up in Clarksdale, Mississippi, in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Petty Officer Third Class 
5ΩhƴƛƻǊ Felton aimed to work in public health but never dreamt of becoming a doctor. After high 
school, she joined the U.S. Navy and worked as a hospital corpsmen with a specialty in surgical 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ 5ΩhƴƛƻǊ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
interact with physicians but to also set her sights on becoming a physician one day. 

 

Consequently while serving on active duty, 5ΩhƴƛƻǊ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
the University of Maryland University College. After discharging in 2005, she completed all of the 
additional pre-med prerequisites on her way to entering medical school at George Washington 
University. 

 

5ΩhƴƛƻǊ has large goals in the realm of medicine and public health. As a doctor, she wants to provide 
health care to underserved communities in the southern portion of America and to continue to 
volunteer with medical missions in neighboring countries. Her aim in public health is to actively 
participate in community based programs to combat negative health outcomes, particularly teen 
pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

No matter which path she chooses, 5ΩhƴƻƛǊ aims to work in a medically underserved community in 
the southern United States using the leadership skills she gained in the military to help her meet the 
individual and public health needs of this population. In all, 5ΩhƴƛƻǊΩǎ goals and ambitions can be 
summed up as the ability to enjoy her life and profession through service to others. 

Military Branch: Navy  
Hometown: Clarksdale, Mississippi 
Institution: George Washington University 
Degree/Major(s): Doctor of Medicine 

Petty Officer Third Class 5ΩhƴƛƻǊ Felton 



After five years service as an infantry officer in the U.S. Army, having served in 
Baghdad, Iraq, for 27 months as a stryker platoon leader and as an aide-de-camp, 
Captain Dan Futrell is continuing to push headlong toward a lifelong commitment 
to service. He recognizes that his life has been made possible by the selfless 
service, commitment and love of others who took an interest and lent a hand at 
critical moments when it may have been easier not to. 

 

Dan's early years were turbulent, bouncing between foster homes under the 
supervision of the family court of Florida. Due to the selfless sacrifices made by a 
court-appointed guardian named Bernice Berube, and by Barrie & Lynn Lerner, a 
foster family that took him in as one of their own, Dan was able to grow and thrive 
under these tough conditions. After beginning a new life in California, he 
continued to benefit from the love of his father and a family that continued to look 
after him, and he has vowed to pay back the energy and commitment that has 
made all the difference for him. 

 

Serving in the U.S. Army is simply a beginning, an experience from which Dan 
learned a great deal. As he moves forward, he is seeking new ways to make a 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊƻƳ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ 
University's prestigious Kennedy School of Government. At the end of the day, 
Dan hopes to make a meaningful difference in the lives of those in his community. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Santa Clara, California  
Institution: Harvard Kennedy School 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Public Policy, Social and Urban Policy 

Captain Dan Futrell 



Petty Officer Second Class Kevin Gallagher and his parents moved from Ireland to 
America on July 4, 2003, a very important day in more ways than one. Shortly 
thereafter, Kevin began his senior year of high school and after just four months in 
the United States, he signed up for the delayed entry program with the U.S. Navy. 

 

Kevin served as an aviation ordnanceman second class on the USS Kitty Hawk, 
based out of Atsugi, Japan. The military taught Kevin what it truly means to be an 
American and be filled with a sense of honor, joy, pride and sorrow. 

 

YŜǾƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
/ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
interactions. Currently, he is president of Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity and the vice 
president of the student veterans club at Cleveland State. In this role, he enjoys 
organizing fundraising efforts and participating in community service projects for 
various nonprofits. 

 

Kevin hopes to gain employment with a federal government agency upon 
graduation and work with returning veterans. 

Military Branch: Navy 
Hometown: Cleveland, Ohio 
Institution: Cleveland State University  
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Science and Global Policy Interaction  

Petty Officer Second Class Kevin Gallagher 



David Glass was accepted to medical school this past December, but 
volunteered for one last tour in Afghanistan before starting in August 2011. 
Having already deployed three times, this devoted husband, United States Air 
Force pararescueman reservist and full time student, felt it was his 
responsibility to return to where the seed of medical altruism was planted.  

 

Ten years of service on active duty exposed David to challenging situations 
that tested his stamina, decision making abilities and medical skills. While 
serving an underprivileged community as a paramedic student in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, David found himself immersed in a world flooded 
with medical care access issues and, consequentially, patient education 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
priority not just to treat ailments, but to change lives by educating their 
patient population about the importance of diet, sanitation and hydration. 

 

When David completes medical school, he plans to remain in the reserves and 
contribute as a medical director for Special Operations/Pararescue Forces, 
ensuring that the young troops on the front lines have the most up-to-date 
medical training and resources available. On the civilian side, David plans to 
address public policy, health care access and reform, and patient education 
within the community. 

Military Branch: Air Force 
Hometown: Oak Forest, Illinois 
Institution: University of Illinois College of Medicine 
Degree/Major(s): Doctor of Medicine, Trauma Surgery and Rural Medicine 

Technical Sergeant David Glass 



Staff Sergeant Chris Grisham entered the U.S. Army shortly after high school, serving 
three deployments overseas. Two of these deployments were to Iraq in 2003-2004 and 
2005-2006, and one to Afghanistan in 2009-2010. While not deployed, Chris was 
stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, where he earned his CIB (combat infantryman 
badge), EIB (expert infantryman badge), air assault badge and learned the most 
important skill from the Army: leadership. 

 

After returning home from his last deployment, Chris returned home to Arkansas to 
finish his undergraduate degree in history as a step towards pursuing his dream of 
becoming a lawyer. With the birth of his daughter, he is more determined than ever to 
complete his undergraduate work and enroll in law school. Chris was the first in his family 
to join the military and upon graduation, he will be the first in his family with a college 
degree. 

 

Knowing the stigmas veterans face upon returning home, with his law degree Chris plans 
on working with the VA to make sure that every veteran gets the support they need to be 
successful outside of the military. His goal is to be a good role model and father to his 
daughter while helping those that protect our freedoms in America. 

 

 

 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: Fayetteville, Arkansas 
Institution: University of Arkansas 
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ, History 

Staff Sergeant Chris Grisham  



Nicole Hart married her childhood sweetheart, Sergeant David J. Hart, and was living out a fairy-
ǘŀƭŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ нллуΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ ά²Ŝ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǘƻ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ {ƎǘΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ IŀǊǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΣέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
wished upon another. Nicole became a military widow at the age of 22. 

 

Knowing life would never be the same again, she embraced a love stronger than death and 
began to work in a new community ς young military widows. While volunteering for a nonprofit 
ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿƛŘƻǿǎΣ bƛŎƻƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ άǾƻƛŎŜέ ŦƻǊ 
those who lack the strength to speak. 

 

Inspired by her journey with David and by the love stories of military widows alike, Nicole 
enrolled into The Brooks Institute to pursue her bachelor's degree in fine art and photography. 
With an education in visual arts she will obtain the skills necessary to further the reach to those 
hurting not only in her community but around the world. 

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Husband)  
Hometown: Los Angeles, California 
Institution: Brooks Institute of Photography 
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ, Photography 

Nicole Hart 



A proud daughter of an educator and brave marine, Kathryn Hernandez is currently a junior at 
Texas A&M University. A psychology major, she plans to obtain a Bachelor of Arts in psychology 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜŀǊƴ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ 

 

The youngest of five children and a native Texan, Kathryn grew up in a small town where she 
excelled in academics and was greatly involved in volunteer efforts in the community through 
her school and other extracurricular activities such as student council and National Honor 
Society. 

 

Her passion for helping others came from the countless hours she spent visiting nursing homes, 
building homes through Habitat for Humanity, organizing canned food and clothing drives and 
mentoring through Big Brothers Big Sisters. Volunteering made Kathryn realize she wanted to 
offer support to people who were less fortunate. Kathryn hopes to use her degree to work with 
children and to continue to make a difference in her community. 

Military Branch: Marine Corps Dependent (Father)  
Hometown: Burleson, Texas 
Institution: Texas A&M University  
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ Psychology  

Kathryn Hernandez 



Josiah Hill is a graduate of the United States Coast Guard Academy and 
following graduation honorably served his country for five years. While on 
active duty, he specialized in tactical law enforcement and illicit drug 
interdiction. During this time, he was able to participate in many medical 
missions that fueled his passion for medicine and helping others. 

 

After completion of his military service, Josiah worked at an inner city 
emergency room in Denver and on an ambulance as an EMT. These 
experiences further cemented his desire to become a physician, and in 
preparation for medical school, he applied and was accepted to the one year 
ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŀǘ 
the University of South Florida. This program will provide a springboard for 
success in medical school and will ultimately result in the ability to make a 
greater difference in the lives of others. 

 

An Ironman triathlete and avid waterman, Josiah has always been dedicated 
to completing the task in front of him, and is excited for what the future holds. 

Military Branch: Coast Guard  
Hometown: Denver, Colorado  
Institution: University of South Florida 
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ  

Lieutenant Josiah Hill 



Married to a veteran, Tiffany Johnson lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and studies at the 
University of Michigan-Flint. Her time at the local VA Health System, supporting her 
husband (a U.S. Marine and Operation Iraqi Freedom disabled veteran) transition to 
civilian life helped her find her passion in healthcare administration. 

 

Tiffany fully understands the distress military families go through when a relative is away 
during a combat deployment as well as the issues that affect the entire family once a 
disabled veteran returns home. As a second-year MBA student, Tiffany will continue 
serving those in her community. 

 

After graduation, Tiffany plans to join the U.S. Navy Medical Service Corps where she will 
use her education and experience to help other injured/disabled servicemembers at home 
and abroad, on their road to recovery. 

Military Branch: Marine Corps Dependent (Husband) 
Hometown: Flint, Michigan 
Institution: University of Michigan-Flint 
Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration, Health Care Management  

Tiffany Johnson 



The wife of an airman, a future educator and an active student barely describes 
Nichole Juliano. She grew up in the small town of Mill Village, Pennsylvania, and 
started her college career at Pennsylvania State University. 

 

After marrying her high school sweetheart on December 26, 2009, they moved to 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. Nichole commutes everyday to the University of Wyoming in 
Laramie, approximately fifty miles away, but would tell you it is a small sacrifice 
compared to what her husband does each and every day. 

 

IŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ Ƨƻō ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ άǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳέ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ оΦр Řŀȅǎ 
ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ рΦр Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
difficult situation, but Nicole has learned to cherish the moments she has with her my 
husband and to live each day to the fullest. 

 

Finishing the degree she started at Pennsylvania State University, Nichole intends to 
become a secondary mathematics educator and is looking forward to making an 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Husband)  
Hometown: Mill Village, Pennsylvania  
Institution: University of Wyoming  
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ Mathematics and Secondary Education  

Nichole Juliano 



{ŜƴƛƻǊ !ƛǊƳŀƴ .Ǌƛŀƴ YƻƭŦŀƎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ фκммΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
as shocked as the nation was, but the acts of terrorism further reiterated his 
reasons for joining the military. 

 

Recently married, Brian served two tours in Iraq during the opening days of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. During his second deployment, he volunteered to be one 
of 12 airmen to be apart of a special mission in Iraq. He and his best friend were 
selected, but on September 11, 2004, Brian was hit by an insurgent rocket. His life 
immediately changed forever. He lost both legs and his dominent right hand. Brian 
spent a year in the hospital and after 18 surgeries, he has a new appreciation for 
life. 

 

{ƛƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ŀ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΦ hƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀ tƘΦ5Φ 

 

Upon graduating, Brian aspires to revolutionize military architecture and create a 
better and more sustainable environment for future warriors to thrive in. 

 

Military Branch: Air Force 
Hometown: Honolulu, Hawaii 
Institution: University of Arizona  
Degree/Major(s): .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎΣ Architecture   

Senior Airman Brian Kolfage 



A veteran and spouse of an Army Ranger, Specialist Ashley Lancaster 
understands the concept of sacrifice. She served four years in the United States 
Army, during which she participated in the invasion of Iraq and received a Purple 
Heart. While in Iraq she was touched by the care and expertise of all the medical 
professionals around her. These experiences positively impacted her and made 
Ashley want to pursue a career as a physician assistant.  

 

After the Army, she continued to serve as a medic in the Air Force National 
DǳŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ !ǎƘƭŜȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
ōƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ 
physician assistant.  

 

Following graduation, Ashley plans to work in a private practice for a few years, 
in order to develop a broad skill set of treating more common cases and illnesses. 
From there, Ashley would like to rejoin the Air Force National Guard and assist 
fellow soldiers in need, as she knows quality medical care is an essential part in 
maintaining a strong military force and community. 

Military Branch: Army 
Hometown: DeLand, Florida 
Institution: South University 
Degree/Major(s): aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎΣ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 

 Specialist Ashley Lancaster 


