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Pat Tillman Foundation Overview

In 2002, Pat Tillman selflessly put his successful NFL career with the Arizona Cardinals on hold to serve his country. 

The Pat Tillman Foundation was created by his family and friends in 2004, following his death while serving with the 

75th Ranger Regiment in Afghanistan.

Upon inception, the Pat Tillman Foundation committed $1.25 million to Arizona State University, Patôs alma mater, to 

create and endow the Tillman Scholars-ASU Leadership Through ActionÊ program. This social entrepreneurial and 

leadership program at the W. P. Carey School of Business celebrates Patôs legacy and serves as a lasting tribute to 

his extraordinary accomplishments at ASU, both in the classroom and on the football field.

In the fall of 2008, with the ASU endowment complete, the Pat Tillman Foundation refined its focus towards veterans 

and military families with the creation of the Tillman Military Scholars program. With over two million individuals 

having served since September 11, 2001, and over 300,000 troops returning to school or work annually, there is an 

increasing demand on the limited amount of educational resources available to military families.

Understanding the challenges experienced by military families and the increased need for resources, the Pat Tillman 

Foundation board of directors, led by Marie Tillman, Patôs wife, redefined the mission of the Pat Tillman Foundation: 

to invest in veterans and their families through education and community.

The Pat Tillman Foundation recognizes the demands of pursuing an education after a career in the military and the 

challenges that come with the decision to do so. Many of these servicemembers and their dependents are eligible 

for educational benefits under the new Post-9/11 GI Bill. However, this funding is not always comprehensive and 

military families often times face other barriers to pursuing their educational goals. The Tillman Military Scholars 

program removes these barriers by providing scholarships to cover not only direct academic-related expenses such 

as tuition and books, but also other needs such as housing and child care. These scholarship funds are just a 

portion of the Tillman Military Scholar experience which also focuses on guiding an engaged community and 

providing essential resources that enable Scholars to serve and lead in their local communities.



Tillman Military Scholars Program

Tillman Military Scholars represent all levels of higher education, from undergraduates to PhD candidates, every region of 

the country, and every race, gender and socio-economic background. To date, the Pat Tillman Foundation has pledged 

over $1.3 million in scholarship funds to 111 Tillman Military Scholars attending 46 universities in 28 states. For the 2009 

and 2010 academic years, Tillman Military Scholars have received over $875,000 in scholarship awards.

In June 2010, the Pat Tillman Foundation proudly announced the second class of Tillman Military Scholars. The 59 men 

and women who comprise the 2010 class of Tillman Military Scholars were selected from a pool of over 1500 applicants 

nationwide and received $709,000 of pledged scholarship support to complete their education at 31 universities across 24 

states. This distinguished group represents nearly every branch of the U.S. Armed Forces: Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 

Force, National Guard and Reserves.

Several of the scholarship award winners were selected in coordination with our eight University Partners: Mississippi State 

University, University of Arkansas, University of Idaho, University of Maryland, Cleveland State University, Texas A&M 

University, University of Arizona and University of Oregon. Each of these institutions has existing military support programs

on campus and has made compelling efforts to support those students who have served.

On the following pages you will meet the deserving men and women selected as second class of Tillman Military Scholars 

and read their personal stories, educational goals and career aspirations. By weaving together the story of Pat Tillman with 

those selected to carry on his legacy through the Tillman Military Scholars program, we tell the story of the power, 

possibility and devotion of every veteran and military family member.
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2010 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

SpecialistBryan Adams Army Rutgers University

Ann Balch Army (Dependent) Syracuse University

Captain Antoinette Bardunias Army NeumannUniversity

Specialist Samuel Bennett Army University of Oregon

Sergeant Bryan Boender Army University of Oregon

Petty OfficerSecond Class Heather Brister Navy University of Texas

Sergeant Mike Bryant Marine Corps Mississippi State University

Major Stephen Buchanan Army University Of Washington

Petty Officer ThirdClass Nathan Buckley Navy Cleveland State University

Corporal KoreyanCalloway Marine Corps New York University

Staff Sergeant Kris Carlson Army University of Arizona

Captain Jonathan Choa Army Harvard Business School



2010 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Kelly Christensen Navy (Dependent) University of Oregon

Sergeant Frank Cisneros Army Texas A&M University

Taylor Conger Army (Dependent) Columbia University 

Staff Sergeant Clark Copelin Army Emory University

Janice Cunningham Army (Dependent) Mississippi State University

Tara DeBraber Marine Corps (Dependent) University of Southern California

Sergeant Joel Dixon Marine Corps University of Arkansas

Captain Aaron Dunn Army Charleston School of Law

Paige Engebretson Air Force (Dependent) Columbia University

Staff Sergeant Kenneth Ferrera Army University of Maryland

Staff Sergeant Paul Flynn Air Force University of Maryland

Senior Airman Candice Hill Air Force University of Arkansas



2010 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Specialist Barrett Howell Army University of Arizona

Captain Justin Jangraw Army University of Oregon (Portland)

Angela Kiker Army (Dependent) Texas A&M University

Senior Airman Kevin Kim Air Force University of Maryland

Senior Airman Sam Kim Air Force University of Hawaii at Manoa

Sergeant First ClassGlen Lacroix Army University of Arizona

Senior Airman Caleb Lesselles Air Force University of Oregon

Joyce Lindsey Army (Dependent) Eastern Oregon University (Troutdale)

KathrineMancuso Army (Dependent) Texas A&M University

Senior Airman Michelle McBee Air Force University of Akron

Captain Cameron McCoy Marine Corps Texas A&M University

Staff Sergeant William McCrackenAir Force University of Arizona



2010 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Second Lieutenant Katrina Moon Air Force University of Colorado (Distance learning)

Staff Sergeant Patrick Nelson Army Minnesota State University

Staff Sergeant Elizabeth O'Herrin Air Force Johns Hopkins University

JosefienO'Regan Air Force (Dependent) University of Maryland

Corporal Dane Parker Army University of Arizona

Specialist Charles Pease Army Mississippi State University

Staff Sergeant Ryan Reynolds Air Force University of Arkansas

Specialist Christopher Roessner Army University of Southern California

CorporalChristopher Rushin Marine Corps Cleveland State University

Staff Sergeant Jonathan Sawmiller Air Force University of Idaho (Boise)

Sergeant Rick Schumacher Army Park University (Distance learning)

Captain Audrey Smith Air Force Utah State University



2010 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Major Mario Soto Army East Tennessee State University

SpecialistMartin Stahl Army University of Arizona

Susan Stallings Navy (Dependent) Texas A&M University

Brandon Stuckey Army (Dependent) Mississippi State University

SergeantAmanda Thomson Army George Washington University

Captain Regan Turner Marine Corps Harvard Kennedy & Business

Major Joel Van Brunt Marine Corps Harvard Kennedy School

Petty OfficerSecond Class Jason Wagner Navy University of Idaho

Petty Officer Third Class Terrence WeaverNavy Texas A&M University

Sergeant Robin Williams Marine Corps San Diego State Univ./UC San Diego

Specialist Brian Wotring Army University of Virginia 



Army Specialist Bryan Adams 

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Palmyra, New Jersey

Institution: Rutgers University

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Arts, Marketing and Political Science

Growing up in a small town, Bryan set his sights on the U.S. Army after high school. He 

served a year-long deployment as a sniper in Tikrit, Iraq, during which, in October 2004, he 

was shot in the left leg and left hand during an ambush, and as a result, earning a Purple 

Heart. Upon his return home, Bryan struggled to reintegrate back into society and was 

eventually diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

Feeling isolated and alone as a Rutgers University student, Bryan had difficulty 

transitioning into the academic world. After getting involved in a student veterans 

organization on campus, Bryan found his calling. He devoted his service to his fellow 

veteran students, being elected president of the organization, and focused their efforts on 

making the university a better place for returning veteran students by advocating 

substantially for comprehensive transition programs and increased faculty and 

administrative awareness of PTSD.

Eventually, Bryanôs advocacy work transitioned to a national level through his involvement 

with the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, particularly with a starring role in the 

award-winning ñAloneò commercial. Upon graduation, Bryan hopes to continue his 

advocacy for veterans, while using his knowledge and experiences to make a positive 

impact for all returning veterans.



Ann Balch

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Syracuse, New York

Institution: Syracuse University

Degree/Major: Master of Science, Inclusive Early Childhood Special Education

As a single mother of a child born with Spina bifida, Ann Marie Balch has faced many 

challenges in her young life. Raising her daughter, Elise, has taught Ann the importance of 

advocacy, equality and diversity and brought her to understand that students of all abilities 

should have the opportunity to learn at their fullest potential.

The service and sacrifices her father, Command Sergeant Major Michael M. Balch, has 

given over the past thirty four years in the U.S. Army have taught Ann the importance of 

serving others, and has provided her with a unique and appreciative perspective on life. 

With inspiration and lessons learned from her fatherôs military career, Ann has found the 

discipline, drive and passion to make a difference in the world.

With that drive to make a difference, Ann has chosen to attend Syracuse Universityôs 

distinguished School of Education, pursuing a Masterôs degree in Inclusive Special 

Education with a goal of bridging the gap in education for students with disabilities by 

acting as an educational advocate for all students. It is Annôs hope that she will someday 

work with children like her own daughter and promote and practice inclusive special 

education.



Captain Antoinette Bardunias

Military Branch: Army

Hometown:  Voorhees, New Jersey

Institution: Neumann University

Degree/Major: Doctor of Physical Therapy

Growing up in New Jersey, Antoinette Bardunias was both and an athlete and scholar who 

continually sought new challenges. Unlike most of her fellow high school classmates, 

Antoinette chose to become a member of something extraordinary when she accepted a 

nomination to the United States Military Academy at West Point. It was here, and during 

Airborne School, that she met her future husband, John  Bardunias.

Within ten months of graduation from West Point, Antoinette was deployed to Iraq, leading 

soldiers in war. She found herself, the only female officer in an Armor Battalion, earning a 

Bronze Star Medal for leading more than 100 convoys throughout Iraqôs Sunni Triangle, 

and commanding female search teams in over 50 battalion raids. Upon returning from Iraq, 

Antoinette visited her fellow soldiers at an Army hospital, sparking her to find her true 

passion to help others through physical therapy.

Returning to civilian life as a mother of two, Antoinette spent her free time taking numerous 

prerequisites for physical therapy school, working in an outpatient facility for a year and 

volunteering at a nursing home rehabilitation center, all in an effort to now pursue a 

Doctorate degree in physical therapy at Neumann University. Ultimately, Antoinette wants 

to help wounded soldiers, specifically rehabilitation with amputees, aiding them in using 

prosthetics so they are able to live their lives to the fullest.



Specialist Samuel Bennett

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Oakland, Oregon

Institution: University of Oregon

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Computer and Information Science

Several years of drifting through classes and a semester as an accounting major 

eventually led Sam into the Army as a Cavalry Scout. According to Sam, ñjoining the Army 

not only gave me time to figure out my goals and the discipline and motivation to achieve 

them, but a sense of pride and patriotism that I didnôt have before.ò

After seven years on active duty, many of which were spent patrolling the East German 

border, and the reality of a growing family to support, Sam traded in his uniform, earned an 

Associateôs degree and entered the high tech manufacturing industry. However, in 2008, 

when the computer chip plant he was working at as a manufacturing supervisor shut down, 

and with his children all grown ïone following his path into the Army ïhe decided it was 

finally time to go back and finish the Bachelorôs degree he started over a quarter century 

earlier.

His degree, along with an eclectic mix of interests and hobbies developed over the years, 

provide the basis of his current plans where after graduation Sam plans on running a 

custom fabric design and printing business with his wife, as well as, continue to run their 

quilt shop.



Sergeant Bryan Boender
Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Renton, Washington

Institution: University of Oregon

Degree(s)/Major(s): Juris Doctor, Public Interest Law

Bryan Boender was readying for a career in finance when he spent all of January 2001 

training with Morgan Stanley Dean Witter at the firmôs offices in the South Tower of New 

Yorkôs World Trade Center. Less than seven months later, the attack that drew the U.S. 

into its current conflicts happened and eventually led to a change in direction of Boenderôs

life. Bryan calls these events ña significant factorò in his subsequent decision to leave the 

financial field, reevaluate his life and join the U.S. Army. In spite of holding both a 

bachelorôs and masterôs degree, Bryan chose to remain enlisted rather than to commission 

as an officer, spending his active duty years as a paratrooper with the Armyôs 82nd 

Airborne Division, including a 15-month tour of duty to Afghanistan.

A native of greater Seattle, Washington, Bryan returned to the Pacific Northwest to attend 

law school at the University of Oregon after leaving active duty. Recently married, he 

continues to serve part time as an enlisted member of the Oregon Army National Guard. 

During his first year of law school, Bryan became very involved in the law school 

community ïserving as a student representative on the facultyôs diversity committee, 

helping organize a benefit auction to support law students seeking unpaid summer work 

with public interest organizations and speaking at the universityôs Veterans Day ceremony.

With one year of law school under his belt, Bryan spent last summer working full time for 

the Oregon School Boards Association. Upon returning to campus, as an elected member 

of the Public Interest Public Service Executive Committee, Bryan is in charge of 

coordinating the 2010-2011 academic year Public Service Day ïan opportunity for the law 

school community to connect to the community at large by participating in an array of 

volunteer opportunities.



Petty Officer Second Class Heather Brister

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Grapevine, Texas

Institution: University of Texas

Degree/Major: PhD, Clinical Psychology 

As a proud veteran of the United States Navy, Heather Brister became the first in her family to 

serve, and despite all odds excelled in the field of naval aviation as an aviation electricianôs 

mate. After four years full of the sea, sacrifice, travel and friendship, Heather was honorably 

discharged, setting her course next  toward a PhD in clinical psychology, while holding a quiet 

self-confidence and a sense of belonging to something much greater than herself. 

When faced with the loss of her only sister two years ago, the lessons she learned during four 

years of military service and connection shared with her therapy clients became vital sources 

of courage, perseverance and strength that allowed Heather to endure personal tragedy with 

the grace that all who have served possess. It is with this renewed sense of camaraderie and 

duty that Heather plans to devote her life to working with veterans returning from combat as a 

clinical psychologist specializing in the treatment of post-traumatic stress and substance 

abuse disorders.

As a member of this fellowship of veterans, Heather pursues her lifeôs purpose of continued 

service currently by serving at the Veteranôs Affairs Mental Health Clinic in Austin, Texas. She 

will continue to work with this heroic population and plans to transition into administration in 

order to craft policy ensuring that all veterans receive the highest quality of care and services 

that a grateful nation can offer.



Sergeant Mike Bryant

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Jackson, Tennessee

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major: Master of Business Administration, Economics

As the eldest of four siblings, a sense of leadership and responsibility was instilled into 

James Michael Bryant from an early age. It was these traits that brought him from a very 

humble beginning, growing up in a low-income rural farmhouse in Tennessee, to now 

pursuing a Master in Business Administration from Mississippi State University. 

A vital part of that journey was when Mike enlisted in the U.S. military because of the 

happenings of September 11, 2001. Those attacks on this country brought out an 

overwhelming sense of responsibility in Mike to indemnify this nation in any way possible, 

thus setting him on a path to transition from a common civilian to a warrior in the United 

States Marine Corps. During his time in the Corps, Mike was given the opportunity to serve 

overseas with an infantry unit out of Memphis, Tennessee, which had large amounts of 

success in dealing with the Iraqi people.

Back at home, Mike continued this success in earning a Bachelorôs degree in risk 

management and insurance to aid him in better understanding the healthcare process. 

After completing his MBA, Mike hopes to continue his journey and uphold his 

responsibilities and one day help decrease unnecessary testing and utilize tort reform as 

tools to mitigate the rising cost of health care, specifically for those citizens who are in the 

most need and who are the most deserving of proper healthcare ïour returning veterans.



Major Stephen Buchanan

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Tacoma, Washington

Institution: University of Washington

Degree/Major: Juris Doctor

ñItôs Thanksgiving and Steve Buchananôs two young children are half-heartedly debating 

what a cranberry is while engrossed in Wii games. It's warm, it's festive, and it's almost 

perfect; but heôs not there. Instead, Steve is on the opposite side of the world living in a 

tent on an airbase in Afghanistan, sleeping on a bunk which he visits roughly six hours a 

night. Luckily, his Forward Operating Base rarely gets shelled and his 15 roommates sleep 

soundly.ò

With three combat tours as an Army Ranger under his belt, this scenario is common in the 

life of Major Steve Buchanan. Most recently, Steve led a team of NATO and Afghan 

officers in a difficult effort to secure Afghanistanôs 5,529km border region, during which his 

team sacrificed personal safety to bring democracy to this war-torn country.

But Steve has always been a soldier. Like most of his West Point peers, he was the high 

school student body president, a boy-scout and 3-sport varsity athlete. And now, after 10 

years in the military, he is going back to school to earn a law degree from the University of 

Washington. Passionate about government service and eager to represent the values of 

veterans and servicemembers, Steve intends to one day enter public office as a 

community leader at the local or state level.



Petty Officer Third Class Nathan Buckley

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Mentor, Ohio

Institution: Cleveland State University

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Health Sciences

As a former Navy Hospital Corpsman, who served four years with a front line Marine Corps 

infantry unit, Petty Officer Third Class Nathan Buckley had an experience which would 

impact the decisions he would make later in life.

During his stint with the Marine Corps, Nathan was stationed with the Second Marine 

Division, the same unit his grandfather served with in World War II. During an unfortunate 

event, Nathan suffered an injury which resulted in an involuntary separation from active 

duty and a lifelong disability.

With an enduring desire to continue his service in the medical community, Nathan has 

enrolled at Cleveland State University and is working towards his Bachelor of Science in 

health science. After receiving his degree, he will further his education at the Cleveland 

Clinic Foundationôs cardiovascular perfusion therapy program. 

After his training there is complete, Nathan intends to serve his community by using his 

knowledge of the cardiovascular system to teach the life saving technique of C.P.R.



Corporal KoreyanCalloway

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Union City, California

Institution: New York University 

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Public Administration, Public and Nonprofit Management 

Policy

A former Marine Corps infantry squad leader, Korey Calloway was first stationed in 

Kingsbay, Georgia, and next at Camp Pendleton, California. Towards the end of this first 

enlistment, Korey voluntarily extended his contract to deploy to Iraq in the winter of 2004, 

an experience which would eventually earn him two purple hearts and a Navy combat 

achievement medal due to his part in Operation Vigilant Resolve in Fallujah. As a result of 

his wounds, he was retired from military service in 2005, after serving five years.

Despite his medical problems due to his wounds, Korey gained entry into the University of 

California at Berkeley, and was awarded the Regentôs and Chancellorôs scholarship, the 

most prestigious merit-based undergraduate scholarship. After completing an 

undergraduate major in anthropology and a minor in global poverty and practice, Korey will 

further his education at New York University where he is pursuing a Master of Public 

Administration degree, specializing in international policy.

Koreyôsgoal is to use his military service as a critical point of reflection in such 

organizational bodies like the United Nations. He is a firm believer that his experiences 

abroad define him both as a person and as a student and in the future he plans to use the 

experience gained through the military in the field of international public service.



Staff Sergeant Kris Carlson

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Tucson, Arizona

Institution: University of Arizona

Degree/Major: Juris Doctor

As a naturalized American, Kris Carlson wanted to serve the country that had become his 

home. To do this, he enlisted in the U.S. Army one year prior to the attacks on September 

11, 2001, volunteering for the Special Forces. In this role, Kris worked to defend American 

interests by serving in both Afghanistan and Iraq.

Now as a law student, Kris works to defend his fellow veterans. With the assistance of 

other veteran-law students, Kris founded a veterans advocacy legal clinic at the University 

of Arizona. The clinic works in conjunction with the Veterans Administration to provide pro 

bono legal services to Tucsonôs veterans.

Through his work, Kris aspires to help restore public faith in the legal profession by serving 

as an example that lawyers are motivated by a desire to protect rather than being 

motivated by greed.



Captain Jonathan Choa

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Bayside, New York

Institution: Harvard Business School 

Degree/Major: Master of Business Administration, Finance

Foreign by birth, immigrant by circumstance and an American forged by service, Jonathan 

Choa is the son of dreamers who came to the land of the free, but realized that it wasnôt 

free.

Before there was a Captain Jonathan Moohoon Choa, there was a teenager who became 

aware of the sacrifice of so many Americans on the frozen hills of Korea decades earlier 

and incurred a debt. His debt to a nation that asked for no payment was paid as he studied 

economics at West Point, fought hunger and fatigue as a Ranger student, stood guard on 

the snowy mountainsides of Korea and patrolled the hot and barren desert of Iraq. He now 

wants to continue his service after receiving an MBA from Harvard Business School.

Jonathanôs education will be the foundation of his long term goal to start a consulting firm 

that specializes in a blend of economic, political, diplomatic and military consulting to high 

insurgency risk nations. A fusion of culture, diplomacy, military and economics is a future 

arm of consulting in this era of globalization and terrorism. 

Jonathan believes the militaryôs mission is to fight and win the nationôs high kinetic wars 

and not conduct stability operations such as those in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 

unnecessary deaths in these conflicts are the driving force behind his vision ïa vision to 

outsource counter-insurgency from the government and ensure the nationôs military is not 

abused for which it was not created nor designed.



Kelly Christensen

Military Branch: Navy Dependent ( Father)

Hometown: Jacksonville, Florida

Institution: University of Oregon 

Degree/Major: Master of Science, Historic Preservation

Kelly Christensen is the oldest of three and daughter of Navy pilot and squadron 

commander  Robert Christensen. Her father passed away in 1992 while serving on 

active duty when Kelly was just seven years old. Despite the short time she had with 

him, her fatherôs service to country and dedication to the Navy created an example of 

dedication and integrity that  continues to be an inspiration.

In 2007, Kelly graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in anthropology and Asian studies 

afterward working for two years as a field archeologist in Florida. Now, with a desire to 

broaden her areas of expertise, she is pursuing a Master of Science in historic  

preservation at the University of Oregon.

With a combined understanding of above and below ground historic resources, Kelly 

hopes to preserve the unique cultural heritage of her country, especially in local 

communities, which are often forgotten and lost.



Sergeant Frank Cisneros

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: San Antonio, Texas

Institution: Texas A&M University

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Arts, History & Africana Studies

In his heart, Sergeant Frank Cisneros is a soldier, father, husband and component to the 

future of our nation. He is self described as a very ambitious person that has taken a 

personal oath to serve this great nation in a way that will have a significant impact. Frank is 

a father to four children who admire him and see him as a super hero and a husband to a 

wife that will stand by him no matter what the circumstance and no matter what life has to 

throw in their direction.

After enduring a war time experience that left him with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and 

a life long back injury, Frank is now a different man. The war in Iraq molded him into a man 

that is ready to give back to the world.

Frank aspires to incorporate a new form of learning for children with his passion for 

computer programming. Now attending Texas A&M University, he is in the process of 

developing computer software that can be molded to the learning specifications of any 

child. Serving his country through his community is one way that he will make a difference 

as Frank believes it only takes one teacher to change one life ïFrank is confident he will 

be that teacher.



Taylor Conger

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Salt Lake City, Utah

Institution: Columbia University 

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Social Work and Master of Public Health

All her life, Taylor Conger has had a keen sense of the world around her. At times she has 

felt incredibly small, but has realized the true impact one person can make. Taylor's father 

ïthe Purple Heart holding Vietnam Veteran, Army Ranger and best friend ïalways told 

her that she could accomplish anything. His confidence in her and her own drive to make 

the world a better place led Taylor to join AmeriCorps immediately after college.

After a year of service resettling refugees in California with AmeriCorps, Taylor joined the 

staff of Stanford University with the task of leading trips of MBA students to Southeast Asia 

to meet with non-governmental organizations and social entrepreneurs dealing with the 

issues of human trafficking and HIV/AIDS. Students learned how their business acumen 

can be used for the greater social good, and Taylor learned how to be an effective and 

patient manager in addition to gaining a clearer understanding of the issues.

After work hours, Taylor coached girls high school lacrosse, spending every afternoon for 

four seasons with strong, driven and talented young women. As a former college athlete, 

coaching was a way for Taylor to stay in touch with athletics.

These experiences, alongside her fatherôs confidence, led Taylor to pursue her masterôs 

degrees through which she has been able to put her skills and knowledge to the test in 

experiences like this past summer in Haiti where she worked as a reproductive health 

intern. Upon graduating, Taylor hopes to join the humanitarian field, dedicating her career 

to public service.



Staff Sergeant Clark Copelin

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Benton, Maine

Institution: Emory University

Degree/Major: Juris Doctor

One enlistment in the Army was not enough to do what Staff Sergeant Clark Copelin set 

out to accomplish when he joined. After years of training, Clark spent the back three of his 

time in the military tracking Al-Qaeda on deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq.

After working hard in high school and then attending Dartmouth, serving as an enlisted 

soldier and an Arabic linguist was a choice of conscience, taken out of a sense of duty and 

a refusal to sit on the sidelines while others went to fight in his stead. When forced to 

choose between an officerôs commission and an enlistment, Clark chose to pass up 

becoming an officer in order to fulfill the much needed requirement the nation had for 

military linguists.

Clarkôs decision to study law at Emory University is the next step in actively choosing to 

live a life based upon service to others. It is Clarkôs belief that adherence to principle 

through conscious action is the highest goal a person can strive for throughout a lifetime, 

and by returning to Maine after graduation, he plans to continue such a path by working 

with his state at the local level to improve Maineôs economy and educational system for 

future generations of Americans.



Janice Cunningham

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Prairie, Mississippi

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree(s)/Major(s): Bachelor of Science in Biological Engineering, Biomedical Engineering

As the daughter of an Army veteran, the sister of an Air Force Reserve member and with 

the experience of living as an ex-pat in Kaiserslautern, Germany, Janice Cunningham 

knows the reality of the U.S. military. As an active member of her high school and 

valedictorian, Janice is ready to begin a new adventure back on U.S. soil at Mississippi 

State University where she is pursuing a degree in biomedical engineering.

With this degree, her mission is to someday see a war veteran leave recovery with a new 

leg, or recover quicker than ever from reconstructive surgery thanks to new devices or 

technology she will help to develop and create.

In addition to earning her degree, Janice looks forward to expanding her volunteer 

experience and hopes to make an impact in the lives of military servicemembers and their 

families all over the country.



Tara DeBraber

Military Branch: Marine Corps Dependent (Spouse)

Hometown: Grand Rapids, Michigan

Institution: University of Southern California 

Degree/Major: Master of Social Work

A credentialed teacher in two states, Tara DeBraber started volunteering with the Navy 

Marine Corps Relief Society to put her passion for educating to use in a unique way to 

help servicemembers and their families. Combining her educational background with 

her passion and commitment to the military community, Tara is now pursuing a new 

career goal ïthe military and veteran social work program at the University of 

Southern California.

As an active participant in the local military community, it is easy to see where this 

mother of one and wife of an active duty Marine found her commitment to military 

social work.

Upon completion of the program, Tara hopes to positively impact the military 

community by providing essential services to active and veteran servicemembers and 

their families. In addition to this, Tara also strives to advocate for more comprehensive 

legislation regarding post traumatic stress disorder as well as other combat related 

disorders for the benefit of active duty personnel and veterans.



Sergeant Joel Dixon

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Broomfield, Colorado

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Master of Science, Operations Management

Joel Dixon is a patriot born of a military lineage that includes his fatherôs honorable service 

in the Army during the Vietnam War and his grandfatherôs service in the European theater 

during World War II. His pride and love for country crystallized during his oath of enlistment 

into the U.S. Marine Corps following his decision at age nine to become a Marine.

Joel went on to work as a communications specialist at a 9-1-1 center following his 

honorable and decorated service as an air traffic controller in the Marines. He transferred 

his passion for emergency management to Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. where he serves as a life-

safety and security system design manager and as a business continuity planner.

Joel is enrolled at the University of Arkansas, College of Engineering to complete a 

Masterôs degree in Operations Management. The maturation of his operations 

management education in combination with his relevant work experience is a key 

milestone for Joel in reaching his career goal of forming and operating a nonprofit 

organization focused on providing disaster recovery services to special needs populations.



Captain Aaron Dunn

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Great Falls, Montana

Institution: Charleston School of Law 

Degree/Major: Juris Doctor

A veteran of Operations Iraqi Freedom and  Enduring Freedom, Aaron Dunn  enlisted in 

the Army two weeks after September 11, 2001. He has served as a signals intelligence 

analyst with the 82nd Airborne Division during the invasion of Iraq and as an engineer 

officer who led a combat engineer platoon that searched for IEDs in Afghanistan.

Though Aaron left active duty in 2008, he continues to serve in the South Carolina Army 

National Guard while he pursues a law degree at Charleston School of Law. Outside of 

school, Aaron is a father  of one and volunteers at the Ralph H. Johnson VA Hospital and 

is actively involved with several veterans organizations in the Charleston area.

Upon completing  his degree Aaron would like to return to active duty as an officer in the 

Army Judge Advocate General Corps, and later practice law representing veterans during 

Veterans Administration claims and appeals. Aaronôs primary motivation for this career 

path stems from his prior military experience and his participation in the Veterans 

Administrationôs 2009 Operation Stand Down Against Homelessness where he assisted 

licensed attorneys in providing free legal advice to homeless veterans.

During Operation Stand Down Aaron became even more aware of the challenges that 

some veterans face and felt compelled to use his education to assist those who have 

served and to ensure that they have a voice to speak on their behalf.



Paige Engebretson

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Saugus, California

Institution: Columbia University

Degree/Major: Master of International Affairs

During her three years as an undergraduate at the University of California at Santa 

Barbara, Paige Engebretson completed a double major in Middle Eastern religion and 

psychology, specializing in cognitive decision-making theory.

After graduation, she moved to Washington, D.C. to intern for the ONE Campaign during 

the 2008 presidential election. Her role consisted of helping ONE advocate for more 

effective development aid as a critical element of US national security policy. Throughout 

her time at ONE, Paige observed the impact that effective development assistance can 

have on those living in extreme poverty, leading her to conclude that effective political 

and economic development of other nations is crucial to Americaôs security.

Paige plans to build upon her academic background in human behavior analysis and the 

culture of the Middle East through the pursuit of a masterôs degree in International 

Security Policy at Columbia Universityôs School of International and Public Affairs.

Upon her graduation, Paige will pursue a career in government service as a security 

policy analyst with the Department of Defense or the Department of State. She looks 

forward to studying the ways in which underdevelopment in the Middle East and north 

Africa can lead to civil and international conflict, forced migration, and terrorism. Paige 

lost her father, a decorated major in the United States Air Force and a Vietnam veteran, 

at the age of four. She plans to honor his memory by continuing his legacy of service to 

our country.



Staff Sergeant Kenneth Ferrera

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: North Beach, Maryland

Institution: University of Maryland 

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Kinesiology

As the son of a Navy Master Diver and the younger brother of a Navy helicopter crewman, 

Kenneth Ferrera grew up with the military.  He knew that at least part of his adult career 

would involve military service.  However, when it was his turn to serve his country the 

decision he chose took him on a decidedly different path from that of his fatherôs and his 

older brotherôs.

Kenneth enlisted in the Army as a combat medic, which inspired his younger brother to 

also enlist in the Army.  He spent nearly all of his eleven active duty years in the field, 

either training for combat or treating wounded soldiers on the battlefield.  He quickly rose 

to the rank of Staff Sergeant and during the first of his two tours in Iraq realized that his 

passion for helping the sick and injured would be his motivation to become a physician 

assistant.  Building on his training and field experience, Kenneth began school at the 

University of Maryland the day after separating from the Army working full time in pursuit of 

a Bachelorôs degree in kinesiology.

Once he graduates, he plans to apply to George Washington Universityôs Physician 

Assistant Program. His goal is to honor the soldiers he treated by applying the incredible 

amount of knowledge, skill and discipline he acquired from the Army and from those 

experiences in the field to care for military servicemen and women here at home either as 

a military civilian or by rejoining the military as an Army officer.



Staff Sergeant Paul Flynn

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: San Jose, California

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology

Paul Flynn is a second generation Mexican American raised in a single parent household. 

Despite any social biases, he has never let any of these facts stand in the way of his 

ambitions and dreams.

Paul joined the Air Force in 2004 and during that time set his sites on achieving a higher 

education, even though many of his friends and family have never done so. His service 

taught him how to have discipline and tenacity. Education has augmented these values 

and fostered more, such as compassion and understanding.

Paul is pursuing a Bachelorôs degree in anthropology at the University of Maryland and 

upon graduation plans to continue his education at graduate school for archaeology. His 

career ambition is to return to work for the government identifying MIA/POW.

Paul feels as an archaeologist it will be his responsibility to record the past for historical 

preservation. As a veteran he feels he owes those who did not return the same honor. 

Eventually, Paul plans to pursue a doctoral degree and teach at the university level.



Senior Airman Candice Hill

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Springdale, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, Human Resource 

Management

Candice Hill is a veteran of the United States Air Force and single mother of one. She was 

an aircraft fuel systems mechanic who ensured hundreds of aircraft were ready for 

deployment to fight the Global War on Terrorism shortly after September 11, 2001.

Candice was hand-picked to serve as an Elite Honor Guard member to honor and 

represent past and present Air Force members in funeral and memorial services, award 

and change of command ceremonies, retirements and color guards.

After four years of service to her country, Candice decided to pursue her Bachelorôs 

degree in business administration from the University of Arkansas with a concentration in 

human resource management.

She plans to pursue her Masterôs degree in business administration and start a career as a 

Human Resource Specialist through the Veterans Administration, so she can continue to 

ensure that the veterans of the United States of America are in good hands.



Specialist Barrett Howell

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Tucson, Arizona

Institution: University of Arizona

Degree/Major: Doctor of Medicine

School was a constant struggle and an unpleasant experience for Barrett Howell growing 

up. After graduating high school, Barrett joined the Army for a chance to get some real life 

experience. It was during this time his love for knowledge started to blossom.

The discipline, self-motivation and refusal to accept failure that he gained while in the 

Army has driven Barrettôs new love of learning. After completing his service, Barrett started  

college and cherished every day he had the opportunity to learn something new. Barrettôs 

love of learning still drives him every day and he is excited to start on a new journey to 

become the best physician that he can be.

During college, Barrett was diagnosed with a chronic inflammatory condition and began 

treatment. He discovered that there was not a single physician in the Southern Arizona 

Veterans Administration Healthcare region that treated conditions like his.

After learning this, Barrett realized his experience in the military and his  experience with 

disease would help make him an ideal physician. He plans on earning his board 

certification in gastroenterology and practice with the Veterans Administration caring for 

those who need it the most.



Captain Justin Jangraw

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Portland, Oregon

Institution: University of Oregon 

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Business Administration

Captain Justin Jangraw earned his Bachelorôs degree in international politics from the 

U.S. Military Academy at West Point. After graduation, he entered the U.S. Army as an 

infantry officer and completed Parachutist, Air Assault and Ranger schools.

Justinôs first assignment was as an infantry platoon leader in South Korea. After Korea, 

Justin was reassigned to Germany where he deployed twice to Iraq. During his first 

deployment he served as the ñmayorò for a small forward operating base outside of 

Baghdad and on his second deployment he was selected to act as the Director of 

Logistics for an infantry task force.

In 2007, Justin left the military and travelled extensively throughout the U.S. and Central 

America. During his travels, he owned and operated a café in Costa Rica. Since 

returning to the U.S., he has worked as a government procurement counselor and 

project manager for the Pacific Northwest Defense Coalition ïa nonprofit industry 

group. In this role, Justin has helped companies throughout the Pacific Northwest 

become better positioned to do work with the U.S. government.

Justin is working towards earning his Executive MBA from the University of Oregon. He 

plans to better his knowledge of business to help bridge the gap between private 

industry and the military. Justin currently lives in Portland, Oregon, with his wife, 

daughter and their two dogs.



Angela Kiker

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Spouse)

Hometown: Forest City, Pennsylvania

Institution: Texas A&M University 

Degree(s)/Major(s): PhD, Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences

Angela Kiker  grew up in a small town and has always had a desire to get out and explore 

other destinations, cultures and customs. Her desire has become a reality after meeting 

and marrying her husband, an Army officer. Together they travel and move to new 

countries every few years.

Although the new destinations are exciting, it is often difficult spending so much time apart.  

During her husbandôs last deployment, Angela was afforded the chance to work and live in 

Iraq while opening a new USO center. This time opened her eyes to the good our soldiers 

do in war torn countries and allowed her to volunteer and give back to those who give so 

much for us each day.

Angela always knew she wanted a career in the tourism field, and having had the great 

fortune to teach at Troy University for one year, decided to pursue a teaching career 

combined with her love of travel. Angela has successfully completed her Masterôs degree 

in communications and is now pursuing a PhD in travel marketing at Texas A&M 

University.

Angela hopes to bring her experience of travel to over 35 countries in the past 8 years to 

her future students and clients. She understands the apprehension many people have 

before traveling to new countries and hopes to study ways to ease their fear and make 

transitions, including military moves, easier on all travelers.



Senior Airman Kevin Kim

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Burke, Virginia

Institution: University of Maryland 

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Architecture

Born in Seoul, Korea, Kevin Kim and his parents moved to the United States when he was 

14 years old. Kevin graduated from Lake Braddock High School in Virginia.

In 2003, Kevin joined the U.S. Air Force and was stationed at Shaw Air Force Base, South 

Carolina. In 2006, he had a special assignment to Osan, Korea and served as a postal 

clerk and information manager. After four years of service, the Air Force allowed him to re-

enter academic life at Northern Virginia Community College where he graduated with an 

Associate of Science degree in general studies.

The military increased his desire to continue his education at the University of Maryland. 

As an architect, Kevin wants to make an impact on the world, and wants it to be a better 

place for future generations. His future goal is to be licensed to practice architecture and 

begin a promising career. By applying his military bearings and core values in the field of 

architecture, he will continue his service for our community and country.



Senior Airman Sam Kim

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Los Angeles, California

Institution: University of Hawaii at Manoa

Degree/Major: Master of Arts, Korean for Professionals

Sam Kim, the son of first generation Korean immigrants, started his life in southern 

California, but went on to live in South Korea his sophomore year in high school. Knowing 

that his uncles and father had served in the South Korean military, it was not surprising 

that he served as a communication airman in the U.S. Air Force after high school.

He spent his four-year enlistment in South Korea, maintaining combat readiness against 

North Korea. Upon receiving an honorable discharge in 2005, he attended the University 

of Michigan, Ann Arbor, to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in education.

While in college, he became a founding member of the Student Veterans of America on 

the University of Michigan campus and helped see the Post-9/11 GI Bill become a reality. 

After graduating college in 2008, Sam began teaching English in Seoul, South Korea, at 

an international high school. While teaching, he realized that his true passion rested in 

international affairs, so he has decided to serve again by pursuing a Masterôs degree in 

Korean for Professionals at the University of Hawaiiôs Korean Language Flagship Center, 

a program funded by the National Security Education Program.

With a higher Korean language proficiency as a bilingual and bicultural American, it is 

Samôs hope to play some role, however small, to help maintain the strong relationship 

between South Korea and the U.S.



Sergeant First Class Glen Lacroix

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Tucson, Arizona

Institution: University of Arizona 

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Psychology

As the youngest child of eight, Glen Lacroix knew that the only way he was going to be 

the first one in his family to graduate from college was to find a way to pay for it on his 

own.

Glen spent a year and a half after high school graduation working as a Physical Therapist 

Assistant for a sports medicine clinic. He then joined the Army in October 1992 to be an 

Airborne Infantryman with the 3rd Ranger Battalion. He planned to serve his committed 

four years, get out of the Army and go back to college to become a Physical Therapist. 

Instead the Army offered him an opportunity to join a very special and elite group of 

individuals.

Glen followed this path for nine years in the military and for three years as a government 

civilian, working as a human intelligence professional for the Army and other 

governmental agencies. He was medically discharged after 13 years of military service 

because of injuries and after three years of federal service his life changed.

Glen decided to go back to school and realize a dream that he had long since given up 

on, a dream of attending and graduating college. After completing his degree in 

psychology, Glen intends to pursue a Doctorate in Physical Therapy and work with 

veterans holistically ïphysically, mentally and emotionally, to create a complete mind 

and body recovery.



Senior Airman Caleb Lesselles

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Reno, Nevada

Institution: University of Oregon

Degree/Major: Master of Architecture

Duty and service compelled Caleb to enlist in the U.S. Air Force after the events of 

September 11, 2001. Leaving his hometown of Reno, Nevada, Caleb found himself 

stationed across the country in Delaware as a Loadmaster.

He extensively traveled while loading and delivering essential cargo and personnel across 

the globe for Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom and various 

humanitarian relief missions. The Air Force instilled the confidence and drive needed for 

diligent continued service to community, and he continues to work towards creating a 

better country in the field of sustainable design.

Recognizing the increasing societal need to shift towards energy independence and 

environmental awareness, Calebôs undergraduate degree in environmental studies 

included an interdisciplinary approach for studying human impacts and societal issues with 

regards to the natural world.

Caleb is pursuing a Masterôs degree in architecture at the University of Oregon, and strives 

to create environments using methods and technologies that will ensure a sustainable 

future. By studying and emulating natural systems along with current and emerging 

technologies, Caleb will work with communities to create places to serve people while also 

working to benefit the environment and future generations.



Joyce Lindsey

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Spouse, Widow)

Hometown: Troutdale, Oregon

Institution: Eastern Oregon University 

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Elementary Education

Joyce Lindsey is first and foremost a mom of four. Her youngest daughter has learning 

disabilities which require her attention most of the time. Dealing with these disabilities has 

taught Joyce she wants to be a teacher that has an understanding of disabled children as 

well as be an advocate for them and their parents.

On September 9, 2006, her husband of 16 years, Brad Lindsey, an Oregon Army National 

Guardsman, was killed in action in Afghanistan. Sgt. Lindsey was training Afghan soldiers 

at the time to fight the Taliban. It was his last mission before he was to retire, a mission for 

which the 19-year military veteran had volunteered. Before he died, the couple had 

discussed Joyce's educational goals.

With the loss of her husband, her plans to go back to school where put on hold. Joyce left 

her 20-year career in banking so she could be at home with her children during this difficult 

time. When the pain of her familyôs loss began to heal, Joyce started volunteering at Arthur 

Academy, where her youngest daughter was a student. Although Joyce had previously 

volunteered with the Oregon National Guard family program, it was her experience 

volunteering with the children at Arthur Academy that gave her the most satisfaction. This 

experience brought Joyce to make the decision to become a teacher, leading her to Easter 

Oregon University where she is pursuing a Bachelorôs degree in elementary education and 

her teaching license.



Kathrine Mancuso

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Spouse)

Hometown: Bryan, Texas

Institution: Texas A&M University 

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of International Affairs, National Security and Diplomacy

As a child, Kathrine Mancuso grew up around the military in the United States and 

overseas, cementing her patriotism as well as an interest in languages and foreign 

cultures. Kathrineôs drive to support and serve her country is rooted in these experiences 

as daughter of an officer in the U.S. Army.

Her support for country has blossomed even more due to the model of honor and 

dedication provided by her husband, Staff Sergeant Jeremiah Pittman. His valor in the face 

of adversity and his character as a soldier and as a father have led Kathrine to embrace a 

path of service for herself as well.

For the past several years, Kathrine has pursued an interest in psychology, applying 

behavior modification to dogs and owners as a job and as a volunteer for nonprofit 

organizations. Mother to three children, she is ready to make the life-defining move to 

commit to a future in civil service.

To do so, Kathrine is pursuing a Master of International Affairs at the Bush School of 

Government and Public Service under the national security and diplomacy track at Texas 

A&M University.  After which, she plans to enter into the field of national security.



Senior Airman Michelle McBee

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Powder Springs, Georgia

Institution: University of  Akron

Degree/Major: Juris Doctor

On her 17th birthday, Michelle McBee enlisted in the United States Air Force ïbut as a 

foster child, only after first having to find adopted parents to allow her this opportunity. Her 

relentless drive allowed her to serve on the Tyndall AFB Honor Guard, produce mission 

critical units as a radar test station team member, participate in Habitat for Humanity 

builds, drive for Airman Against Drunk Driving and lead her flightôs tsunami relief effort by 

packaging 49 kits in support of Operation Unified Assistance.

Michelle is determined to uphold the core values she learned while serving in the military ï

integrity first, service before self, excellence in all we do. While serving on active duty, 

Michelle became a wife and a proud mother and learned the fine art of balancing 

motherhood and military responsibilities. She served proudly and left the military to pursue 

her degree with hopes of returning to active duty as a commissioned officer in the Air 

Force.

Michelle  worked tirelessly as a certified nursing assistant while obtaining a Bachelorôs 

degree from Mercer University. Upon completion of her degree, she was accepted to the 

University of Akron, where she is currently working as a law clerk while attending law 

school in pursuit of a Juris Doctor. Multi-tasking is paramount as she finishes her degree, 

attends to the daily needs of her three wonderful children, prepares mentally for the Air 

Force Officer Qualifying Test and physically for the Air Force fitness test. During all of this, 

Michelle remains focused on civic duty and the application of the knowledge and 

experience she gains daily with her education.



Captain Cameron McCoy

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Washington, D.C.

Institution: Texas A&M University

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Arts, American History

Cameron McCoy grew up in Washington, D.C., enlisted in the Marine Corps and later 

received a commission after attending Brigham Young University. He is a first generation 

servicemember and the only member of his family to serve in the Marine Corps.

Since receiving a commission in the Marine Corps in 2002, Cameron served as a 

company commander at the School of Infantry-East, Jacksonville, NC, and completed 

three combat tours in Iraq with the first marine division as a rifle platoon commander and 

rifle and weapons company executive officer.

Currently at Texas A&M University, Cameron is pursuing a Masterôs degree in 20th century 

U.S. military history. His plans are to further educate the next generation of service 

academy graduates through his experiences as a Marine Corps infantry officer and 

professor as he feels this will provide the nation with well-rounded civic and military 

officers who can educate and lead future generations more effectively.

Cameron has learned through his years of Marine Corps service that there is no line 

between personal and professional actions. He has incorporated this philosophy as a 

graduate student in pursuit of advanced education in the same manner as he did as an 

active duty Marine. He treats his course of study with the professionalism it deserves, and 

while embedded in academia, still finds time to reach out to the local community as a Blue 

and Gold Officer for the U.S. Naval Academy.



Staff Sergeant William McCracken

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Tucson, Arizona

Institution: University of Arizona

Degree(s)/Major(s): Doctor of Pharmacy

William McCracken is very familiar with military life having been born at Nellis Air Force 

Base in Nevada and having traveled to many bases all throughout his childhood. His 

military family and the love for country were the major reasons he enlisted in the United 

States Air Force.

During active duty, William worked on communication and navigational instruments on the 

KC-135 Air Refueller. As part of the 92nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, he performed in 

this position not only at Fairchild Air Force Base in Washington but also supported 

operations in Southwest Asia.

To further pursue his education goals, William joined the Air Force Reserves as a member 

of the 944th Aeromedical Staging Squadron at Luke Air Force Base in Arizona and cross-

trained into the medical administrative position. As a medical admin, he realized that his 

passion in life is the study of pathology thus leading him to pursue a Bachelor of Science 

in microbiology at the University of Arizona. Having completed his undergraduate degree, 

William is now continuing his studies at the University of Arizona College of Pharmacy 

working towards becoming a pharmacist.



Second Lieutenant Katrina Moon

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Winona, Ohio

Institution: University of Colorado

Degree/Major: Master of Science, Aerospace Engineering Sciences ïBioastronautics

Military service is nothing new to Second Lieutenant Katrina Moon. Her military legacy not 

only includes her grandparents and parents, but also her husband, an Air Force pilot and 

her three brothers who currently serve as a Marine F-18 pilot, a P-3 Naval Flight Officer 

and an Army helicopter student pilot. Her family doesnôt just talk about military service, 

they live it.

Katrina's decision to serve came at age 16 after a mountain climbing expedition to the Mt. 

Everest Base Camp, with a crew dedicated to building a school for the Nepalese children. 

She got her first taste of a third world country, and witnessed what poverty and civil unrest 

really means. She came home as a high school student with a new appreciation for the 

United States, and a commitment to give back to the country that had given her so much. 

Two years later, she enrolled in the United States Naval Academy, earning a Bachelor of 

Science in aerospace engineering.

After cross commissioning to the Air Force upon graduation, Katrina now works as a 

propulsion engineer on F-16 engines. She is responsible for the safety, reliability and 

sustainment of these high performance jet aircrafts. During her Afghanistan deployment, 

Katrina served as a combat engineer supporting radar facilities. She is currently enrolled in 

the University of Colorado at Boulder distance learning program, pursuing a Masterôs in 

engineering in bioastronautics in hopes to someday serve her country beyond Earth's 

atmosphere as an astronaut for NASA.


