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Pat Tillman Foundation Overview

In 2002, Pat Tillman selflessly put his successful NFL career with the Arizona Cardinals on hold to serve his country. 

The Pat Tillman Foundation was created by his family and friends in 2004, following his death while serving with the 

75th Ranger Regiment in Afghanistan.

Upon inception, the Pat Tillman Foundation committed $1.25 million to Arizona State University, Patôs alma mater, to 

create and endow the Tillman Scholars-ASU Leadership Through ActionÊ program. This social entrepreneurial and 

leadership program at the W. P. Carey School of Business celebrates Patôs legacy and serves as a lasting tribute to 

his extraordinary accomplishments at ASU, both in the classroom and on the football field.

In the fall of 2008, with the ASU endowment complete, the Pat Tillman Foundation refined its focus towards veterans 

and military families with the creation of the Tillman Military Scholars program. With over two million individuals 

having served since September 11, 2001, and over 300,000 troops returning to school or work annually, there is an 

increasing demand on the limited amount of educational resources available to military families.

Understanding the challenges experienced by military families and the increased need for resources, the Pat Tillman 

Foundation board of directors, led by Marie Tillman, Patôs wife, redefined the mission of the Pat Tillman Foundation: 

to invest in veterans and their families through education and community.

The Pat Tillman Foundation recognizes the demands of pursuing an education after a career in the military and the 

challenges that come with the decision to do so. Many of these servicemembers and their dependents are eligible 

for educational benefits under the new Post-9/11 GI Bill. However, this funding is not always comprehensive and 

military families often times face other barriers to pursuing their educational goals. The Tillman Military Scholars 

program removes these barriers by providing scholarships to cover not only direct academic-related expenses such 

as tuition and books, but also other needs such as housing and child care. These scholarship funds are just a 

portion of the Tillman Military Scholar experience which also focuses on guiding an engaged community and 

providing essential resources that enable Scholars to serve and lead in their local communities.



Tillman Military Scholars Program

In June 2009, the Pat Tillman Foundation proudly announced the inaugural class of Tillman Military Scholars. In the first 

year of the Tillman Military Scholars program, the Pat Tillman Foundation received 480 applications from student veterans 

and military dependents throughout the country. The 52 members of the first class of Tillman Military Scholars will receive 

$642,000 of scholarship support to complete their education at 21 universities across 16 states.

This distinguished group represents nearly every branch of the U.S. Armed Forces: Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, 

National Guard and Reserves. Additionally, Tillman Military Scholars represent all levels of higher education, from 

undergraduates to PhD candidates, every region of the country, and every race, gender and socioeconomic background.

Several of the scholarship award winners were selected in coordination with our four University Partners: Mississippi State 

University, University of Arkansas, University of Idaho and University of Maryland. Each of these institutions has existing 

military support programs on campus and has made compelling efforts to support those students who have served.

On the following pages you will meet the deserving men and women selected as members of the inaugural class of Tillman 

Military Scholars and read their personal stories, educational goals and career aspirations. By weaving together the story 

of Pat Tillman with those selected to carry on his legacy through the Tillman Military Scholars program, we tell the story of

the power, possibility and devotion of every veteran and military family member.
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2009 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Captain Rob Anders Army Georgetown University 

Sergeant LyndseyAnderson Army New York University

Sergeant Rich Blake Marine Corps Loyola University Maryland

Sergeant David Boucher Army University of Maryland

Major Kirby Bowling Air Force University of Maryland

Specialist Stephen Byron Army University of Arkansas

First Lieutenant Aaron Contreras Army University of Idaho

Bonnie Contreras Army (Dependent) University of Idaho

Staff Sergeant Melody Corbitt Army Mississippi State University

Specialist Dustin Curtis Army University of Arkansas

Sergeant Russ Curtis Marine Corps University of Arkansas

Lieutenant Colonel James Dillard Air Force Universityof Maryland



2009 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Mark Edwards Army (Dependent) Mississippi StateUniversity

Megan Ferderber Army (Dependent) PennsylvaniaState University

Specialist Lucas Finch Army University of Arkansas

Corporal Richard Garcia MarineCorps Universityof Maryland

Captain Brett Gibson Army HarvardUniversity

aŀǎǘŜǊ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά{Ǉŀƴƪȅέ DƛōǎƻƴMarine Corps Univ. ofMaryland, Univ. College

SpecialistJeremy Glasstetter Army Universityof Michigan-Flint

Lieutenant Kathryn Glynn Navy Harvard University

Sergeant Don Gomez Army City College of New York

JanythGrimes Army(Dependent) TroyUniversity

Petty Officer Second Class Dan Hardisty Navy Universityof Maryland

Corporal Jed Hefner Marine Corps Universityof Arkansas



2009 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Samantha Hill Air Force (Dependent) Mississippi State University

Corporal Peter Hilton Marine Corps University of Arkansas

Lance Corporal Anton Hoffman Marine Corps Universityof Maryland

First Lieutenant Sara Rose Knox Army Mississippi State University

Sergeant Grady Kurpasi Marine Corps Univ.of California, Los Angeles

Petty Officer Third Class Arthur Leal Navy University of Arkansas

Specialist Daniel Lindsay Army Universityof Arkansas

Jordan Lohman Air Force (Dependent) MississippiState University

LavishaMcClarin Army (Dependent) University of Maryland

Seaman Amy McNish Navy Mississippi State University

Petty Officer Second Class Manuel MedinaNavy University of Arkansas

Senior Airman Emile Phaneuf Air Force Universityof Arkansas



2009 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Christina Robinson Navy (Dependent) University of Illinois

Staff Sergeant Dennis Robinson Army University ofMaryland

Amy Rowland Army (Dependent) CapellaUniversity

Lieutenant Christopher Sergeant Navy Universityof Pennsylvania

Kendra Smith Army(Dependent) University of Oklahoma

Sergeant Timothy Smith Army Washington University

Shanna Sprinkle Army (Dependent) University of Pennsylvania

Staff Sergeant Josh Stewart Army Universityof Arkansas

Melissa Stroh Army (Dependent) University of Idaho

KeeleyTatum Air Force(Dependent) Mississippi State University

First Lieutenant Michael Trent MarineCorps Universityof Michigan

Petty Officer Second Class Greg Trujillo Navy Lubbock Christian University



2009 Tillman Military Scholars

Scholar Military Affiliation University Attending

Catherine Turner Air Force(Dependent) Mississippi StateUniversity

Sergeant Cameron Waites Army University ofMichigan-Flint

Corporal Jeb Williams Marine Corps University of Arkansas

Sergeant Frank Wills Marine Corps Mississippi State University



Captain Rob Anders

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Newtown, Connecticut

Institution: Georgetown University 

Degree/Major: Master of Public Policy, Environmental and Regulatory Policy

Motivated by the example provided by his father who ñdropped everything to go 

fight for Americaò in the Gulf War, Captain Rob Anders entered schooling at West 

Point and subsequent training as an Army Ranger to fulfill what he saw as the 

only true way to directly serve our country.

During back to back deployments in Afghanistan and Iraq and while taking part in 

ñconstruction rather than destructionò as part of the platoonôs mission to rebuild, 

Rob broadened his understanding of service to encompass all opportunities to 

passionately and selflessly serve.

Coupled with his experiences in rebuilding and the lessons learned in service and 

leadership, Rob will apply his training in environmental sciences and public policy 

to a career in environmental policy through which he will lead the way to create a 

more environmentally responsible community and a better environment for the 

future of his first child (due in September) and our country.



Sergeant LyndseyAnderson

Military Branch: Army 

Hometown: Ankeny, Iowa

Institution: New York University

Degree/Major: Master of Arts, Museum Studies

As an undergraduate student at the University of Iowa, Sergeant Lyndsey Anderson 

studied anthropology and art history. As a member of the U.S. Army, and during her 

2004 tour of duty in Iraq, Lyndsey spent her downtime collecting and recording items 

of cultural significance left behind in the city she was stationed.

This firsthand experience in cultural conservation reinforced Lyndseyôscommitment to 

valuing and safeguarding artifacts significant to society and human history. To further 

this commitment, Lyndsey is currently working towards her Master of Arts in museum 

studies to become a museum professional dedicated to accomplish her goal of 

bringing museum content to all members of the public. 



Sergeant Rich Blake

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown:  Barberton, Ohio

Institution: Loyola University Maryland

Degree/Major: PhD, Clinical Psychology

In over four years of service in the U.S. Marine Corps, Sergeant Rick Blake lived through 

more daunting scenes than most would expect to experience in a lifetime. However, he 

describes leading Marines as a part of the initial invasion of Iraq and his subsequent time 

as a member of Operation Iraqi Freedom as the ñsingle most influential event in [his] life.ò 

Despite witnessing physical wounds to friends and enemy alike, it was the psychological 

difficulties experienced by fellow veterans and the mental anguish that haunts the people 

of Iraq that inspired him to dedicate his life to helping those affected by traumatic 

experiences.

Currently studying to be a doctor of clinical psychology at Loyola University Maryland, 

treating veterans at the Baltimore VA hospital, as well as, directing a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to facilitating veteran transition, Rich is gaining the experience needed to return 

to active duty as an effective psychologist and embark upon a career that reverses the 

aforementioned anguish (specifically that of posttraumatic stress disorder) through working 

for veterans' mental health concerns as a clinical psychologist, researcher and advocate.



Sergeant David Boucher

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: New Bedford, Massachusetts

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Business Administration

After graduating from high school, Sergeant David Boucher enlisted in the 

Massachusetts Army National Guard with two goals in mind. The first was to pull 

himself out of the low income, blue collared fishing town where he grew up. And the 

second was to serve and defend his nation in the same way his father and his 

father's father had before him. During his seven years of service, David deployed for 

a year-long tour to Iraq. In theatre, he drove over 11,000 miles escorting logistics, 

personnel and augmenting security forces. During this deployment, David 

discovered that his military service set the standard for the rest of his life.

When his tour ended, David returned home to marry his best friend, Abby. After the 

birth of their son, Charlie, he returned to college at the University of Maryland to 

pursue a degree in accounting. The determination and responsibility he learned 

while in the military are what keep David going as he commutes two hours each way 

to campus to complete his studies while maximizing the time he is able to spend at 

home. ñI study while my wife and son are sleeping,ò states David, ñbecause I know 

they need me while they are awake.ò

Beyond supporting his family, David aims to show others the value of our military 

veterans by sharing the ethos of civic leadership, strong personal values and striving 

for excellence that are the foundation for his life. Davidôs goal after graduation is to 

work for the U.S. government and account for the federal tax dollars being spent, 

ensuring their use in the most effective manner.



Major Kirby Bowling
Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Alliance, Nebraska

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree(s)/Major(s): PhD, Military Sociology and Social Psychology

Serving in the Air Force has allowed Major Kirby Bowling to pass on the example of 

his father and grandfather to his children, Rachel and Luke. Beyond portraying an 

ideal of service to his children, serving in the U.S. Armed Forces has influenced Kirby 

to further define his focus in life as that of serving his fellow servicemembers.

Helping other veterans is something Kirby just does. Whether as president of the on 

campus student veterans organization, as a part-time staffer at the veterans program 

office or as a part of his dissertation research concerning the acclimation of veteran 

students into the college setting, he has dedicated his life to his peers.

Upon the completion of his degree, Kirby will use his first-hand experience as an 

airman paired with his academic and extracurricular focus to pursue a career of 

continued support for other veterans by creating a research center devoted to the 

study of veterans.



Specialist Stephen Byron

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Brick, New Jersey

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Master of Social Work

Specialist Stephen Byron was born and raised in New Jersey in a time when any 

reference to the ñJersey Shoreò meant you were going to the beach. Not being content 

with merely working with an Associateôs degree, Stephen announced his independence 

to his parents by enlisting in the Army.

After basic training, Stephen was trained as an Intelligence Analyst and served with the 

311th MI Battalion, 101st Air Assault Division from 1982 to 1986 where he was assigned 

to the G2 Tactical Command Post/Opposing Forces unit and was personally responsible 

for the care, control and operation of all of the foreign weapons, ammunition and 

equipment at Ft. Campbell, KY.

Twenty years later, Stephen is returning to school to earn his Masterôs degree in social 

work from the University of Arkansas. With his Masterôs and licensure as a clinical social 

worker, Stephen intends to resume his commitment to the military by providing the 

support and services needed to assist fellow veterans who are facing the challenges of 

re-associating to civilian life.



First Lieutenant Aaron Contreras

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Pocatello, Idaho

Institution: University of Idaho

Degree/Major: Juris Doctor

When First Lieutenant Aaron Contreras enlisted in the U.S. Army in December 2000, no 

one could have known what was right around the corner. While at basic training, the 

infamous attacks of September 11, 2001, occurred, bringing a whole new meaning to 

Aaronôs service.

As Aaron recalls, ñI will never forget being out at the range conducting basic rifle 

marksmanship and having the drill sergeants tell us that two planes had been flown into 

the World Trade Center.ò With a newly fortified desire to serve as an officer in the U.S. 

military, Aaron began the ROTC program while finishing his undergraduate degree.

Upon graduation, Aaron decided to enter flight school where he was trained as an 

Apache helicopter pilot and subsequently deployed to Afghanistan. Leaving his wife and 

two daughters back home in Idaho was the toughest decision Aaron could make, and 

the reason why he recognizes the sacrifices they made as equal to the one he himself 

made. Now back with his family in Moscow, Idaho, Aaron is completing his law degree 

with which he hopes to continue his service in the U.S. Army as a JAG officer.



Bonnie Contreras

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Husband)

Hometown: Pocatello, Idaho

Institution: University of Idaho

Degree/Major: Education Specialist, School Psychology

Sending her husband, First Lieutenant Aaron Contreras, to war was one of the 

bravest things Bonnie Contreras has ever had to do. Standing in the early 

morning Idaho cold, Bonnie held close both their six month old daughter, Amara, 

and their four year old daughter, Kenya, watching as Aaron saluted them before 

takeoff.

As Bonnie recalls her sentiment that day, ñThe pride and devastation were equal, 

but I knew I was strong enough to stand and send him to duty and I knew that we 

would be waiting with equal anticipation for his return.ò And return he did, which 

at that point, Bonnie and Aaron moved to Moscow, Idaho, where they both 

entered graduate programs at the University of Idaho.

It is here where Bonnie has continued her studies in special education and 

school counseling as she works towards her education specialist degree. Upon 

graduation, Bonnie plans to work as a school psychologist at the elementary 

level and eventually earn a PhD in child psychology. Additionally, raised in a 

family focused on service, it is Bonnieôsgoal to pass that focus onto her two 

daughters and son, Xander.



Staff Sergeant Melody Corbitt

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Calhoun City, Mississippi

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Food Science, Nutrition & Health Promotion

As a 17 year old high school junior, Staff Sergeant Melody Corbitt enlisted in the United 

States Army Reserve because of the opportunity to serve her country while obtaining a 

college education. During her 8 years of service, she traveled to several locations near and 

abroad, culminating in 2003 when she was deployed in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom/Enduring Freedom.

Placing her academic career on hold, Melody entered this tour ready to learn as an active 

duty soldier. It was her experience while deployed ïtossing her into such a quick-thinking 

environment ïthat would end up making her more mature, responsible and appreciative of 

those who served before her. After being promoted twice over a two year period because 

of her leadership ability and work ethic, Melody left the service to pursue graduate studies.

In 2008, she started graduate school to pursue a degree in food science, and perform 

research into enhanced bio-functionality and antimicrobial activity of naturally derived fruit 

component. As a co-author of several published articles, Melody is well on her way to 

graduating and hopes to one day work for an employer in the area of quality assurance.



Specialist Dustin Curtis

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Elkins, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Early Childhood Education

Specialist Tracy Dustin Curtis was determined to be a good soldier. His two Purple Hearts 

and several other recognitions can attest to that. But what Dustin did not expect from his 

tour during Operation Iraqi Freedom, was to find his future through the eyes of the Iraqi 

children he encountered there.

While serving, Dustin interacted with many Iraqi children. This sparked his interest to 

pursue a career working with children as a teacher. So when he returned home, Dustin 

decided to pursue a degree in early childhood education.

While maintaining an impressive academic standard and focus on his studies, Dustin also 

finds time to tutor elementary students. Teaming up with his wife, the two are making a 

difference as volunteers in the lives of children both in and out of the classroom.

Currently working as a student teacher as a component of his degree program, Dustin 

hopes to one day lead his own class of elementary school students and teach his students 

the value of education and how to be successful in their own lives.



Sergeant Russ Curtis

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Clarksville, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Outdoor Recreation

Sergeant Russ Curtis entered the Marines soon after graduating from high school, serving 

for four years before discharging to pursue his education. While enlisted, Russ served in 

Japan with broken time in Iraq.

While on active duty and after, Russ realized his love for the outdoors, sparking him to 

enroll at the University of Arkansas to pursue a Bachelor of Science with an emphasis in 

outdoor recreation. While working towards his degree, Russ is the groundskeeper at the 

Fayetteville National Cemetery.

Upon graduation, Russ plans to become a park ranger and eventually move to a position 

where he can set policy and regulations as an environmental policy maker.



Lieutenant Colonel James Dillard

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Herrin, Illinois

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree/Major: PhD, International Security

Lieutenant Colonel James Dillard is an Air Force reservist with an expansive career in 

intelligence spanning 20 years. Currently completing coursework for a PhD in international 

security, he approaches life with broad perspective and significant wisdom.

James maintains a strong sense of family, community and the value of education ï

principles he has portrayed to his wife and their two grown children. Based on his 

successful career in the U.S. military, James is driven to help resolve international conflict, 

while working on a regional level first. In line with this, he hopes to someday teach 

intelligence studies and international security at the graduate level.



Mark Edwards

Military Branch: Army Dependent ( Father)

Hometown: Brandon, Mississippi

Institution: Mississippi State University 

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Music Education

The son of soldier Larry Edwards, Mark grew up learning the benefits of discipline 

and hard work. With these traits instilled into his every day life, he was encouraged 

and ready to follow his dream of working in music.

As a music education major at Mississippi State University, Mark is both a driven 

and enthusiastic ñBulldogò, showing his spirit and demonstrating his musical talents 

as a member of the ñFamous Maroonò band, MSU basketball pep band, MSU wind 

ensemble and MSU Concert Choir.

In addition to his music commitments, practicing his tuba and being involved in his 

church group, Mark always manages to find time to spend with his family and hang 

out with friends.



Megan Ferderber

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Grove City, Pennsylvania

Institution: Pennsylvania State University

Degree/Major: Doctor of Medicine

The road to medical school for Megan Ferderber started in her childhood as the daughter 

of an Army helicopter pilot. Like her father, Megan has a great deal of pride in her work 

and a passion to help those who are underprivileged.

As an undergrad, Megan not only excelled as a student, but was a well-known and 

respected soccer player. Now as a medical student, she moves closer to becoming a 

physician and tend to the underserved with as much determination as she did as an 

athlete striving for victory. Megan takes on every opportunity she can in her neighborhood 

helping stroke patients in rehabilitation clinics and tutoring young children in Spanish and 

biology.

While Megan maintains a 3.8-4.0 GPA  in advanced medical science studies, she still finds 

time to participate in academic global health programs, traveling  to and from Ecuador 

serving the less fortunate. Megan believes in providing healthcare to the underprivileged.  

This has resulted in positions with a local student-run health clinic, as well as, post clinical 

volunteer experiences in Bolivia and the Dominican Republic.

Meganôs future ambitions consist of aiding those individuals who are in need and to use 

her knowledge and interpersonal skills to thrive to make a difference across the globe.

Megan is pictured above in the middle



Specialist Lucas Finch

Military Branch: Army 

Hometown: Springdale, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas 

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Science, Business Administration

After serving two tours in Iraq, the first with the cavalry in the 2003 invasion and the 

second in 2005, Specialist Lucas Finchôs most recent role has been as a college student at 

the University of Arkansas.

Lucas is currently taking accounting and finance courses and will graduate with a 

Bachelorôs degree in May 2010. As an undergrad, Lucas has worked alongside his local 

congressman in Little Rock to ensure that veterans are not forgotten. He is determined to 

ensure that veterans are accepted in society and receive the social and health benefits 

they deserve.

In addition to his work in veteranôs affairs, Lucas also studies the Chinese language and 

culture. He has studied Chinese traditions through the Chinese Language and Culture 

Club on camps and he cherishes the opportunity to share his perspectives and positive 

outlooks on the similarities and differences in both American and Chinese cultures.

Along with his studies, Lucas enjoys the thrill of outdoor activities such as sailing and 

kayaking, and spending quality time with family. After graduation, he hopes to dedicate his 

life assisting veterans, fulfilling his motto to "carry the utmost vigilance to see that our 

nationôs veterans are not forgotten.ò



Corporal Richard Garcia

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Los Angeles, California

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Sociology

Growing up in public housing in East Los Angeles, the son of two deaf parents, Corporal 

Richard Garcia found the Los Angeles Police Academy magnet program as his oasis. 

Through this program, Richard learned the values of service, education, and physical 

fitness, which eventually led him to join the U.S. Marine Corps.

After two deployments to the Middle East, Richard returned with a greater sense of self 

and adventure which drew him to pursue higher education at a location far from where 

he grew up ïthe University of Maryland ïwhere he is currently pursuing a Bachelor of 

Arts in sociology and upon completion plans to pursue a Masterôs degree in hearing and 

speech.

His family and the experiences he had as a Marine have led Richard to continue his role 

as a public servant where he aims to fight to remove the inequities faced by the deaf 

community.



Captain Brett Gibson

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Virginia Beach, Virginia

Institution: Harvard University

Degree/Major: Master of Business Administration

September 11, 2001 was a formative event for our world and Captain Brett Gibsonôs life. 

With a passion always towards service, 9/11 made him realize how important it was to 

direct that passion to the military. And so in 2001, he decided to become an Army Ranger.  

Another influence in making this decision was Brettôs grandfather, a colonel in the U.S. 

Marine Corps. When Brett had his Ranger tab pinned on at Fort Benning, his grandfather 

was there. When he returned from duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, his grandfather was the 

first one on the parade field waiting for him.

With military service fulfilled, Brettôs next big goal is completing two years at Harvard 

Business School, where he is currently giving back and leading with vigor for public 

service as his class president. Post-MBA, Brett hopes to return to his home state of 

Virginia and start a business that speeds technology transfer from the private sector to the 

Army and DOD with a long term aim to serve his community as an elected public servant.
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Military Branch: Marine Corps 

Hometown: Pryor, Oklahoma

Institution: University of Maryland, University College

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Psychology

After losing his left leg to a terrorist sniperôs bullet while servingin Iraq in 2006, 

U.S. Marine Corps Master Sergeant William ñSpankyò Gibson endured months of 

difficult rehabilitation and rigorous physical therapy.

While recovering from his amputation, Master Sergeant Gibson set a goal of 

training for triathlons. In 2007, he competed in the Escape from Alcatraz Swim 

where he met Marine General James Mathis. Upon meeting General Mathis, 

Gibsonôs only request waséredeployment to Iraq, making him the first ever above-

the-knee amputee to be redeployed to the front lines.

After his second deployment to Iraq, Gibson earned an opportunity to become the 

first enlisted congressional military legislative fellow. He currently works for House 

Committee on Veteran Affairs Ranking Member Congressman Steve Buyer. With 

this opportunity, Gibson and his family moved from Oklahoma to Washington, D.C., 

where he has now enrolled at the University of Maryland ïUniversity College and 

is studying psychology, a course of study which will supplement his work with other 

disabled veterans.



Specialist Jeremy Glasstetter

Military Branch: Army 

Hometown: Flint, Michigan

Institution: University of Michigan-Flint

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Science, Business Administration

Knowing that Specialist Jeremy Glasstetter is an honorably discharged, eight year, U.S. 

Army and combat veteran of both Iraq and Afghanistan, is knowing only the start of his 

story.

In the time since he exited federal service, he has helped to build a campus based 

veteranôs service organization, Student Veterans of America, as his campus chapter 

president, the Michigan state director and SVAôsnational director of outreach. To add, 

Jeremy has successfully lobbied the Michigan State Senate, in particular in October 2009, 

by supporting MI H.R. 4447, which provides returning military veterans with greater 

visibility, transitional services and enhanced faculty training on college campuses across 

the state. To cap all of that off, he has had the opportunity to speak with and advocate for 

his fellow veterans to several elected leaders in Washington, D.C.

Currently living in Flint with his fiancé and newborn son, Jeremy has accomplished all of 

this while maintaining a high academic standard and with an attitude that places his fellow 

veterans first.



Lieutenant Kathryn Glynn

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Yokohama, Japan

Institution: Harvard University

Degree/Major: Master of Public Policy

A mother of two, the wife of a marine and a naval officer and pilot who performed a 

search and rescue mission over the Persian Gulf to save the lives of four fellow aviators 

barely scratches the surface in the story of Lieutenant Kathryn Glynn.

Having grown up in Japan, Kathryn staked a claim on her identity as an American by 

breaking the news to her parents that their only daughter would be attending the U.S. 

Naval Academy. After four years in Annapolis, Kathryn trained to become a helicopter 

pilot ïa role she served in for nearly a decade.

Now, with a desire to continue her service in a different role, Kathryn has enrolled at 

Harvard Universityôs prestigious Kennedy School of Government and is pursuing her 

Masterôs degree in public policy. It is with this experience and education that Kathryn 

plans to bridge the gap between the policy and operational realities of national security.



Sergeant Don Gomez

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Bellerose, New York

Institution: City College of New York

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, International Studies

Two tours of duty in Iraq were enough to make Sergeant Don Gomez realize his calling 

was to dedicate himself to serving the interests of the U.S. in the Middle East. Firsthand 

experience with the cultural gap that exists between the U.S. forces and the people of 

Iraq were enough to drive him to pursue a degree in Middle Eastern studies and a 

mastery of the Arabic language.

Don will return to the Middle East for a third time in fall 2009; however, this stay will be as 

a student at the renowned Arabic Language Institute at the American University in Cairo. 

Already recognized as a Truman Scholar and Horatio Alger Military Scholar, Don is also 

an active member of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America. Upon his return from 

Egypt and his graduation from the City College of New York, Don plans to enter the 

service of the U.S. government in a different role as a State Department Foreign Service 

officer.



JanythGrimes

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Andalusia, Alabama

Institution: Troy University

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Signing Interpretation

Having witnessed her fatherôs service both as a Sergeant First Class in the U.S. Army 

Reserve and as an Alabama State Trooper and her motherôs service as a nurse, Janyth

Grimes knew that she was destined for a life of service to others.

What that service would be, however, did not become apparent until her father, Sergeant 

First Class Gregory Todd Grimes, returned from his first stint of active duty diagnosed with 

severe hearing loss causing the Grimes family to go though some major changes. During 

this time, Janyth decided upon a career of service working with the hearing impaired. She 

is currently studying signing interpretation at Troy University and will be the first person in 

her family to earn a college degree.



Petty Officer Second Class Dan Hardisty

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Yuba City, California

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Arts, Government and Politics, Chinese

A husband and father who continues his dedication to country as part of the 

Department of Defense as a civilian, Petty Officer Second Class Dan Hardisty

participated in two deployments to the Arabian Gulf, serving as a communications 

technician. Dan served aboard the USS Rainier for three years before being 

stationed in Annapolis, Maryland.

After six years in the Navy, Dan went to work for Sprint Nextel and attended 

community college before transferring to the University of Maryland in College 

Park where he is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree in government and politics. 

As a founding member of the Terp Veterans organization on campus, Dan helped 

raise awareness in the campus community about the veteran student community. 

He is proud serve the Terp community alongside other veterans who understand 

the opportunities and challenges that face veterans who attend school either after 

they have left the military, or in between deployments.

While in school, Dan works part time with The Home Depot and has an internship 

with the National Security Agency. Upon graduation, Dan would like to work for 

the NSA in the area of intelligence.



Corporal Jed Hefner

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Little Rock, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration

As a full-time SAP analyst for Accenture, MBA student and former Marine, Corporal Jed 

Hefner strives every day to better himself and those around him. Son of a single mother 

and a first-generation college student, Jed understands the importance of hard work and 

tries to both learn and give something back every single day. 

With the nontraditional education career often associated with a military servicemember, 

Jed persevered through his Bachelorôs degree and is now working to give back. Jed has 

tutored high school students in math and science and aided in fundraising for scholarships 

through various volunteer activities with the University of Arkansas Alumni Association.

Passionate about business and dedicated to securing the future of the next generation, 

Jed hopes to one day help make economics and financial responsibility courses available 

to students in middle school and high school across the country.



Samantha Hill

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Flowood, Mississippi

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Communications

Samantha Hill was born and raised around the United States military. Both of her parents, 

Terry and Geri, were enlisted with the U.S. Air Force when she was born in Oxford, 

England. Shortly after her birth, the family moved back to the United States and after 

moving around the country eventually settled in Flowood, Mississippi ïwhere Samantha 

calls home.

Samantha is now attending Mississippi State University and is on her way to earning a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in communications with a concentration in public relations. Just as 

important to her studies, Samantha finds every opportunity she can to engage with and 

serve her community which has led her to volunteer with Habitat for Humanity and at local 

animal shelters, homeless shelters and elementary schools. In her free time, she enjoys 

reading, traveling and meeting new people.

After graduation, Samantha plans to use the skills acquired at MSU and through her 

volunteerism to work for a successful companyôs public relations department. In this 

position, she will strive to have a positive impact on those around her.



Corporal Peter Hilton

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Fort Smith, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degrees/Major: Bachelor of Science, Kinesiology

After serving in the Marine Corps, Corporal Peter Hilton returned to Arkansas 

determined to make a difference in his community. He enrolled at the University of 

Arkansas to study kinesiology, knowing one day that he would use his education to 

positively impact the lives of Fayettevilleôs young people through coaching and teaching.

As a military policeman, Peter learned the value of team leadership, quality control and 

enforcing laws and regulations. He hopes to transfer what he has learned into coaching 

young people, whether on the football field or through church ministry. Peterôs passion is 

to help others achieve their goals and live up to their potential ïthe core focus of every 

great coach.



Lance Corporal Anton Hoffman

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: West Hartford, Connecticut

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree(s)/Major(s): Bachelor of Arts, Linguistics

Lance Corporal Anton Hoffman joined the Marine Corps Reserve in April 2006. While 

serving with the 4th Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion he was activated with Delta 

Company in 2007 and was attached to 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion in 

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. In Iraq, he spent seven months in an LAV-25 charged with 

operating and maintaining the LAV-25 and its weapon systems. While in Iraq, he 

conducted more than 200 combat operations.

Anton seeks to go a step above in everything he does, and so upon his return from Iraq, he 

sought acceptance into the USMC Special Forces, Marine Recon. After passing the 

Marine Reconnaissance Screening, he transferred to 4th Reconnaissance Battalion, Bravo 

Company in Smyrna, Georgia.

Anton has accomplished all of this while pursuing his Bachelors of Arts in linguistics at the 

University of Maryland. As is seen through his actions, Anton wants to make a difference 

by setting an example of high standards while serving his country in the military and later 

on in federal law enforcement. 



First Lieutenant Sara Rose Knox

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Brookfield, Massachusetts

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major: Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine

In 2001, First Lieutenant Sara Rose Knox joined the Army ROTC at Becker College in her 

home state of Massachusetts. She earned a Bachelorôs degree in veterinary science and 

is now pursuing her Doctorate of veterinary medicine at Mississippi State Universityôs 

College of Veterinary Medicine.

While fulfilling her commitment to the Army, Sara Rose has decided to continue to  serve ï

not only her country but its service animals as well, as an Army veterinarian. Sara Rose 

hopes to one day enter small animal emergency medicine but for now is focused and 

determined in her current role in the military.



Sergeant Grady Kurpasi

Military Branch: Marine Corps

Hometown: Long Beach, New York

Institution: University of California, Los Angeles

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Linguistics

On September 10, 2001, Specialist Grady Kurpasi was a 29 year old computer 

programmer building business management software for financial firms in New York. On 

the morning of September 11, 2001, Grady found himself struggling to enter lower 

Manhattan to find his wife and get out of the city.

As Grady states, ñI remember the sight of the normally cosmopolitan inhabitants of the 

financial sector covered in white ash. I also remember the dead silence of the city. At that 

moment I understood the relative shelter of my civilian life and felt gratitude toward the 

people who defend it.ò It was also at that moment that Grady determined that it was his 

duty to repay this privilege.

This changed it all as Grady gave up his career in computer programming , enlisted in the 

Marine Corps and entered a life more demanding and challenging than anything he had 

encountered as a civilian. It was this leap of faith that Grady describes as a ñserendipitous 

career change.ò Now, after three deployments to Iraq and the addition of a daughter to his 

family, Grady is pursuing his degree in linguistics and Asian languages at UCLA while a 

part of the MECEP program. Upon completion, Grady will commission as an officer in the 

Marine Corps and return to the infantry where he plans on applying his skills on the 

battlefield.



Petty Officer Third Class Arthur Leal

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: League City, Texas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Animal Science

As a hospital corpsman in the U.S. Navy, Petty Officer Third Class Arthur Leal provided 

medical care to civilians and active duty military members. As a student at the University 

of Arkansas, he has continued his journey in the sciences while studying pre-veterinary 

medicine and animal science.

If there is one thing the Navy taught Arthur, it is leadership. At the university, Arthur has 

taken on the role as Student Ambassador representing all students in presenting the 

campus to future Razorbacks. Trying new things and being aware and proud of his 

accomplishments are other military traits he holds dear.

In the future, Arthur plans to continue his focus on medicine and use both his in-class and 

field experiences to further his education and someday become a physicianôs assistant.



Specialist Daniel Lindsay

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Warrensburg, Missouri

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Chemical Engineering

Growing up on a farm in western Missouri, Specialist Daniel Lindsay would eventually 

leave and enter the U.S. Army and serve in what was then West Germany during the Cold 

War from 1984-1986, driving a tractor trailer as part of the 515th Transportation Company, 

helping them to complete their mission of petroleum supply to the southern half of that 

country.

The service Daniel portrayed in the military runs deep in his actions. As a note taker for 

disabled students, a water sampler in the Illinois watershed, a volunteer to SARPA in their 

mission of aide to assault recovery cases and a grade school chemistry teacher, he 

exemplifies a life of service.

Upon graduation, Daniel plans to move to China to teach English for a year, furthering his 

understanding of how fundamentally connected we all are. After this experience, Daniel 

hopes to use his background in chemistry to further peopleôs understanding of health 

conditions like depression.



Jordan Lohman

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Ridgeland, Mississippi

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Landscape Architecture

Taking pride in oneôs country is certainly a trait passed down in military families.  Jordan 

Lohman is taking it a step further.  By obtaining his Bachelorôs Degree in Landscape 

Architecture, Jordan one day hopes to renovate and rebuild the countryôs state parks and 

create parks near hospitals for children.

Leadership qualities donôt fall far from this family tree. At a young age Jordan saw his Air 

Force father shipped off overseas, leaving him in charge. And like most families, the 

Lohmans have suffered financial hardships but this wonôt stand in Jordanôs way of fulfilling 

his dreams.



LavishaMcClarin

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Havre de Grace, Maryland 

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree(s)/Major(s): Bachelor of Arts, Kinesiology

A dependent of a career Army Sergeant who has served in Iraq and was just 

redeployed, Lavisha McClarin comes from a family with a long history of military 

service, and herself was a member of JROTC.

In addition to coming from a family that places service as an important goal in life, 

Lavishaôsfamily also places education at that same level. Along with Lavisha, both 

of her parents and her sister are also all currently working toward college degrees.

Lavisha has been shaped by military values and believes in giving back to the 

community, and does so through through working with children of deployed military 

families and mentoring at-risk elementary students.



Seaman Amy McNish

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Waterloo, Iowa

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Arts, Elementary Education

After a chance meeting with a Navy recruiter in the mall, Seaman Amy McNish enlisted 

and served her country honorably from October 1995 to May 1999. Upon discharge, Amy 

began her education, as well as, the life of a veteran.

While earning her Associateôs degree, Amy worked as a daycare provider. This experience 

encouraged her to follow her dream of making a difference in a childrenôs lives through 

education. This led her to start working toward her Bachelorôs degree in elementary 

education at the Mississippi State University.

Upon graduation, Amy hopes to make a positive impact in the countryôs educational 

system.



Petty Officer Second Class Manuel Medina

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Oscoda, Michigan

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Electrical Engineering

Petty Office Second Class Manuel Medina grew up a curious boy ïsomething his 

parents encouraged. When he reached 18, he decided to pair this curiosity with skills 

he could learn in the military and so he joined the Navy.

After six years of active duty military service with stints overseas in Japan and in 

support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Manuel was able to funnel his curiosity into 

solving technical issues as a turbine electrician.

After discharge from the Navy, Manuel took his technical experience and his natural 

curiosity and determined to pursue a degree in engineering. After attending a guest 

speaker seminar at his school, Manuelôs goal to be an engineer was even further 

ñrefined and revivedò after realizing what he could accomplish with engineering in the 

real world.

As an engineer, Manuelôs ambition is to find results to technology complications while 

being faced with limited resources. And to use his determination and creativity to do 

so.



Senior Airman Emile Phaneuf

Military Branch: Air Force

Hometown: Fayetteville, Arkansas

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major: Master of Arts, Political Science

In partnership with a fellow Tillman Military Scholar, Marine Corps Corporal Jeb 

Williams, Senior Airman Emile Phaneuf provoked a change at the University of 

Arkansas to become a more military-friendly institution.

Over the past two years, while forming a student organization, Military Past and 

Present On Campus, Emile would chase down any individual with a ñshort and tightò 

haircut in an effort to recruit current or former servicemembers to this cause. With 

their newly founded coalition, Emile and Jeb pressed the issue of services, 

scholarships and support for military members on campus.

Eventually, this led to the creation of a campus wide veteransô taskforce and the 

establishment of a veteransô resource center. Just the start of these efforts, Emile 

hopes that the University of Arkansas will set the example for all institutions of higher 

learning when working with veteran and active servicemembers. Aside from these 

endeavors, Emile is working towards his Masterôs degree in political science and 

plans to continue his career in public service upon graduation.



Christina Robinson

Military Branch: Navy Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Villa Grove, Illinois

Institution: University of Illinois

Degree/Major: Bachelor of Science, Chemical Engineering

Christina was born on September 11, 1991, in Meridian, Mississippi, where her father was 

stationed for ñAò School. Twenty moves later, in January 2007, Christina and her family 

made their way to Seoul, South Korea, where she graduated from Seoul American High 

School with high honors.

Christina had been an active leader in both her school and community. In high school, she 

served on student council, as a secretariat for model United Nations, in the Spanish club 

and as a very active member of the National Honor Society. Academically, she was 

awarded numerous awards and was selected as an Illinois State Scholar. She devoted 

over 150 hours to USFK Good Neighbor Programs including volunteering at the Young 

Nak and Hye Shim Won orphanages, assisting Hannam Village Chapel with their 

sponsorship of blind orphans and serving as a sponsor for four Korean girls during Good 

Neighbor English Camps.

Currently, Christina is attending the University of Illinois, pursuing a degree in chemical 

engineering, where she has joined the EFCôsRobotics Team and is an active member of 

ñTeam Techò in the Society of Women Engineers in addition to working in her dormitory 

and volunteering at a local crisis nursery.



Staff Sergeant Dennis Robinson

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Baltimore, Maryland

Institution: University of Maryland

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Business Administration & Juris Doctor

Staff Sergeant Dennis Robinson gave up entering college immediately after high school to 

enlist because he felt a need to serve his country. During his 7-year career in the U.S. 

Army, Dennis deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan, exercising leadership both at home 

and in combat zones. Dennis is the epitome of a servicemember who has the desire to 

give back and continue their service post-military. Upon retiring from the Army, Dennis 

enrolled at the University of Maryland where he is currently pursuing a dual degree at the 

Robert H. Smith School of Business and the School of Law. 

Born and raised in Baltimore, Dennis knew early on that he would find some way to give 

back to his hometown. The same need to serve that led him to the Army has now been 

combined with his intense passion for his native city and after graduation in spring 2010 

Dennis plans to create a community development corporation for the blue-collar Morrell 

Park neighborhood in which he grew up in order to revitalize and improve the quality of 

living there.



Amy Rowland

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Spouse)

Hometown: Alexandria, Virginia

Institution: Capella University

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Science, Educational Psychology

Amy has spent her entire life in and around an Army base. The daughter of an Army 

veteran and now married to Major David Rowland, Amy has served the role as an Army 

supporter beyond just a family member.

Having experienced the adversity associated with having a family member serving in a 

region under constant danger (David has been deployed for over half of their six years of 

marriage), Amy understands what other military families are feeling. Through her 

experiences she has realized the important role that a family support structure plays in the 

success of each and every one of our military servicemembers.

Because of this, Amy is pursuing a Masterôs degree in educational psychology so she can 

further support servicemembers and their family members by helping them reach their 

education goals.



Lieutenant Christopher Sergeant

Military Branch: Navy

Hometown: Severna Park, Maryland

Institution: University of Pennsylvania

Degree/Major(s): Master of Business Administration

Lieutenant Chris Sergeant always knew he would serve, but his definition of service 

has changed over the last three decades. The oldest of four children, Chris decided in 

seventh grade that he would attend the United States Naval Academy. After 

graduation he volunteered for and served eight years in the submarine force because 

he sought technical and mental challenges and discovered the power in the 

community inherent aboard a ship under the sea.

Yearning for something even bigger, he was fortunate enough to be accepted in the 

Wharton School of Business, where he volunteers his time tutoring fellow veterans 

working towards their Bachelorôs degree and to local small business owners 

struggling with the complexities inherent in their businesses.

It was in these capacities that Chris discovered his true passion: helping solve 

complex issues that exist in the communities he is a part of. His Naval experience 

allowed Chris to see the power of a global footprint, and his passion for community 

fuels his vision of empowering and connecting other communities to the global one.



Kendra Smith

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Lawton, Oklahoma

Institution: University of Oklahoma

Degree/Major: Master of Public Administration

Growing up, Kendra Smith learned about leadership from a whole host of family 

members. Her father served for over 20 years in the U.S. Army, her brother is 

currently serving in the Army, and her mother works on base at Fort Sill, OK, with 

servicemembers as the Branch Chief of the Soldiering Processing Branch.

Taking these examples to heart, Kendra is currently a leader regarding women's 

issues in her central Oklahoma community. In order to take her family-influenced 

leadership skills to the next level and truly affect change, Kendra is earning her 

Master of Public Administration degree with an emphasis on nonprofit management at 

the University of Oklahoma in order to someday soon open a womenôs resource 

center in Oklahoma City.



Sergeant Timothy Smith

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: St. Louis, Missouri

Institution: Washington University 

Degree(s)/Major(s): Master of Social Work

Moved by an inner calling to do the ñright thing,ò Sergeant Timothy Smith enlisted in the 

Army in June 2003 to join the forces of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Seven months later, 

Timothy found himself on the streets of Baghdad experiencing the realities of war.

Almost four years later, in 2007, Timothy reentered civilian life as both a husband and a 

father. Not knowing where to go after this experience, Timothy applied to the prestigious 

fellowship program through St. Louis-based The Mission Continues and was awarded a 

14-week position with the local Veterans Administration as a peer support counselor.

Timothy was so good at what he did that the V.A. hired him on after his fellowship ended. 

Sparked by the direct impact he was having on a group of individuals he himself is a part 

of, Timothy decided to pursue his Masterôs degree in social work from the George Warren 

Brown School of Social Work at Washington University. It is with this experience and 

education that Timothy plans to become a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and continue 

his work with the V.A.



Shanna Sprinkle

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Institution: University of Pennsylvania 

Degree/Major: Doctor of Medicine

An altruistic outlook on life and personal experiences in the military health system as an 

Army brat led Shanna Sprinkle to pursue a career as a doctor. Following her fatherôs 

military orders as a non-commissioned officer, the Sprinkle family had the opportunity to 

call many places home ïthe most unique of which was the campus of the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point.

It was here where Shannaôs burgeoning interest in medicine was cultivated after 

encountering two family-sponsored cadets studying pre-medicine who quizzed her on the 

bones of the body and mentored her through science classes. Years later and after many 

more influential experiences in the field of medicine, Shanna has reached her second year 

of medical studies and is faced with the financial reality that is medical school.

Beyond the intensive studying that accompanies such a pursuit and regardless of the 

financial challenge, Shanna gives back to the military community ïthe same community 

that influenced her in countless ways ïthrough work with the local V.A. hospital. With this 

experience and in her aim to pursue a career including patient interaction, Shanna plans to 

work with a medical facility directly associated with a V.A. hospital.



Staff Sergeant Josh Stewart

Military Branch: Army

Hometown: Judsonia, Arkansas 

Institution: University of Arkansas

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Architecture

Staff Sergeant Josh Stewart didnôt know that building single family homes while on tour in 

Egypt would lead him to the architecture program at the University of Arkansas.

After serving in Egypt in 2001 with the U.S. Army, Josh again served his country in Iraq in 

2003. Returning home he began working toward his Bachelorôs degree in architecture. His 

Army training gave him the disciplined background to achieve high academic standards 

and the confidence to strive everyday toward his goal of becoming a licensed architect. 

Josh stays immersed in architecture and landscape workshops, as well as, carpentry and 

construction projects. Supplemental to his studies, Josh helps veteran families and values 

his time with friends.



Melissa Stroh

Military Branch: Army Dependent (Husband)

Hometown: Twin Falls, Idaho

Institution: University of Idaho

Degree/Major(s): Executive Master of Business Administration

In 2004, as a dispatcher for the Idaho State Police, Melissa Stoker Stroh met her future 

husband, Staff Sergeant Eric Stroh, an Idaho State Police Trooper and member of the 

Army Reserve. In May 2006, after establishing a life together, Eric was deployed to Iraq 

where in October 2006 he was severely injured.

As Melissa recalls, ñMy world was turned upside down on October 26th when I got a phone 

call that [Eric] had been hit by an IED.ò Having suffered serious damage to his lower leg, 

Eric was sent to Walter Reed Hospital upon his return to the U.S and began extensive 

rehabilitation.

All the while, Melissa ensured she was with him every step of the recovery process. It is 

during this time that Melissa and Eric were wed. And now, considering their joint future 

together and knowing that she will be the family breadwinner, Melissa has enrolled in the 

University of Idahoôs Executive MBA program through which she will gain an executive skill 

set that will allow her to fully support her family in the future.



KeeleyTatum

Military Branch: Air Force Dependent (Father)

Hometown: Ridgeland, Mississippi

Institution: Mississippi State University

Degree/Major(s): Bachelor of Arts, Secondary Education

Growing up as an Air Force ñbratò and moving from place to place wasnôt always easy 

as a child and teenager for Keeley Tatum, especially in school. Her father was a 

dedicated Lieutenant Colonel in the Air Force for over 20 years and flew F-15s until he 

was medically retired in 2001. He passed away in 2003 of Leukemia when Keeley was 

14 years old.

Her fatherôs dedication to his job and family really shaped Keeley into the person she is 

today. Like her father, Keeley holds a special place in her heart for the military and 

those who serve and protect our country. Keeley is pursuing a Bachelorôs degree in 

secondary English education at Mississippi State University and hopes to one day give 

back a little to the military by becoming a Department of Defense Dependent Schools 

teacher.

As a DODDS teacher, Keeley hopes to work on military bases and help ease the 

transition to new schools by creating meaningful and friendly school environments for 

her fellow ñmilitary brats.ò Keeley recalls that there were a few teachers in her life that 

really reached out to her and made her feel welcomed at her new schools. They shaped 

her life in very meaningful ways and she hopes to emulate those special teachers in her 

own career and with her own students.


